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1788.] Tue event of the Protestant 
Bishops and Clergy in Scotland put- 
ting up public prayers for the King 
and Royal Family of Great-Britain 
by name, fiaving slipped into the read- 
er’s notice in the course of developing 
another subject, it is high time for the 
Annalist to announce the matter in its 
proper form, and to enter on the dis- 
cussion of the consequences which im- 
mediately followed ;—* Consequen- 
ces,” writes the Ecclesiastical Histo- 
rian of Scotland, whose heart was 
full of them, “ which will be found of 
considerable importance in the history 
of the Scottish Episcopal Church.” 
Hence, being the Jast event which the 
Rev. Mr. Skinner, of Longside, re- 
cords, there seems to be a propriety in 
the writer, whose work aims at no 
higher rank than that of a text book to 
the future historian, laying the matter 
before his readers, in his learned rela- 
tive’s own words. 

“On the 24th of April, 1788, the 
Protestant Bishops in Scotland having 
met at Aberdeen, to take into consider- 
ation the state of the Church under 
their inspection, did, upon mature de- 
liberation with their Clergy, unani- 
mously agree to comply with, and 
submit to the present government of 
this kingdom, as invested in the person 
of his Majesty George the Third. 
They also resolved to testify this com- 
pliance by uniformly praying for him 
by name, in their public worship, in 
hopes of removing all suspicion of dis- 
affection, and of obtaining relief from 
those penal laws under which this 
Church has so long suffered. This 
resolution was duly intimated to the 


Clergy and laity of their communion, 
Var, TV. 


as proceeding from principles purely 
Ecclesiastical, and to which the Bi- 
shops are moved by the most just and 
satisfactory reasons, in discharge of 
that high trust devolved upon them in 
their Episcopal character, and to pro- 
mote, as far as they can, the peacé 
and prosperity of that portion ef the 
Christian Church committed to their 
charge.””* 

But “ why,” the reader will natu- 
rally ask, “was this particular year 
and period of time fixed on for such 
compliance and submission?” Mr. 
Skinner, in his history, assigns no other 
reason but the fiat of his Ecclesiasti- 
cal superiors, and the accordance of 
the Clergy. About the middle of 
February, 1788, accounts reached 
Scotland, that on the 31st day of Janu- 
ary of that year, the Count of Albany, 
the eldest grandson of King James 
VII. of Scotland, and IT. of England 
and Ireland, and undoubted heir-male 
of the royal house of Stuart, departed 
this life in the city of Rome. This 
event had been long leoked forward 
toas a matter of very great importance 
to the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
whose sufferings for the now generally 
received principle of legitimate go- 
vernment had been so great. In fact, 
the event was regarded as the means 
of placing that Church in a more cri- 
tical situation than any in which she 
had stood, since the era of the Revo- 
lution in 1688. Immediately, there- 
fore, did the Bishops, as the guardians 
of the faith aud practice of their seve- 
ral districts, communicate to each 
other their respective opinions with 
regard te the steps that were proper 
to be taken by the Church at large. 
Bishop Abernethy Drummond was - 
the first who laid the matter formally 





* Skinner’s Eccles. Hist. of Scotland, 
vol. ii. p, 688. 
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before his Clergy of the Diocess of 
Edinburgh ; and, ina letter addressed 
to them on the 8th of March, 1788, 
gave them a very full account of his 
own sentiments, accompanied with a 
request, that they would lose no time 
in meeting together for the purpose of 
deliberating on that important busi- 
ness which he had submitted to their 
consideration. 

The Edinburgh Clergy met accord- 
ingly, on the 13th of March, and ad- 
dressed a letter to their Bishop, in 
which, after expressing very freely 
their sentiments on the subject of civil 
government, and their readiness now 
to offer their allegiance to the house 
of Brunswick, they earnestly hope that 
their Ecclesiastical superiors will 
lend a favourabie ear to the reasonings 
of their Clergy, and take the import- 
ant case, on which they had been de- 
liberating, into their most serious con- 
sideration, On the 9th of April, 1788, 
the usual synodical meeting of the 
Clergy of Aberdeenshire was holden 
at Longside ; when, after calling their 
attention to the present depressed 
state of the Church in this kingdom, 
their Bishop informed them, that, in 
his view of matters, it was now not 
only expedient, but necessary for 
them, to consider whether, and to 
what effect, compliance with the exist- 
ing government might afford the means 
of wished-for relief. 

“ After arguing at length on the 
subject,* the Clergy were unani- 
mously of opinion, that, as matters 
now stood, they were at full liberty 
to pray by name for the reigning 
Prince and the Royal Family; but 
considering how necessary it would 
be to sanction a measure of this de- 
scription, by the highest Ecclesiastical 
authority, they huinbly submitted to 
the Episcopal College, whether it 
would not be proper that it should is- 
sue 2 mandate to the Clergy, explana- 
tory of the reasons on which it was 
founded, that they might read the 
Same to their respective flocks, prior 
to the introduction of such a change 
into the public prayers of the Church.” 





* The Annalist writes from a docu- 
ment m Bishop Skinner’s hand-writing. 


Meetings to the same effect were 
held in all the other Diocesses of 
Scotland, and similar resolutions 
adopted. Mr Brown, of Montrose, in 
the Diocess of Brechin, being the only 
presbyter who opposed the sentiments 
of his brethren of the second order, 
and Bishop Rose, of Dumblane, being 
the only member of the Episcopate 
who did not enter cordially into the 
measure; the worthy man being at that 
period, from mentalimbecility, incapa- 
ble of attending to business of any 
sort. Matters being in this train, the 
Bishops were desirous that an affair 
of such importance should be forth- 
with discussed in an Episcopal Synod, 
and this Synod having been, by special 
appointment of the Primus, holden at 
Aberdeen, on the 24th of April, (the 
Deans of the several districts also at- 
tending, as representing their diocesan 
brethren,) it was unanimously resolv- 
ed to give an open and public proof of 
their submission to the present govern- 
ment, by praying, in the express words 
of the English Liturgy, for his Ma- 
jesty King George, and the Royal Fa- 
mily; and the Bishops appointed the 
same to take place, in all the Chapels 
under their spiritual jurisdiction, on 
Sunday, the 25th of May, of the cur- 
rent year ; thus affording time to all 
and sundry to state their objecti:.ns, if 
they had any, to their respective 
Bishops and Pastors, who were in- 
structed to do every thing in their 
power for their removal. This ap- 
pointment the Synod also duly notified 
in the Edinburgh and Aberdeen news- 
papers of the day, and caused printed 
intimations, signed by the Bishops, to 
be circulated throughout the Church, 
in order that neither Clergyman nor 
layman might plead ignorance of the 
appointment. The consequence of 
which preliminary steps was, that 
(the Rev. James Brown, of Montrose, 
excepted,) every Clergyman doin 
duty on the 25th of May, 1788, did 
freely, and ex animo, pray by name 
for his most gracious Majesty King 
George, the Queen, the Prince of 
Wales, and Royal Family. Thus, 
* was an end put to those unhappy di- 
visions, which so long distracted the 
kingdom of Scotland; thousands of 











' as the law directs. 
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her sons who had hitherto been sus- 
pected of disaffection to the present 
government, becoming not only loyal 
and obedient subjects,” as the historian 
of the day predicted, but “ staunch 
men and true,” as their conduct for 
30 perilous years has proved. 

‘The important business of the Sy- 
nod was no sooner harmoniously con- 
cluded, than the Bishops, conceiving it 
their duty to inform government of 
their proceedings, drew up a letter, 
which they severally signed, and ad- 
dressed to Lord Sydney, at that time 
one of his Majesty’s principal Secreta- 
ries of State, acquainting his Lordship 
with what they had done, and request- 
ing that he would have the goodness to 
lay their submission at the foot of the 
Throne. 


LETTER VIIL. 


THE PROTESTANT BISHOPS IN SCOTLAND 
TO LORD SYDNEY. 


“ Aberdeen, April 26, 1788. 


Perhaps it is not unknown to your 
Lordship, that a remnant of the old 
Episcopal Church of Scotland still sub- 
sists, under the inspection of Bishops 
deriving their authority by a regular 
succession from the Prelates ejected 
at the Revolution. 

“ Those Bishops are the persons 
who now have the honour of address- 
ing your Lordship. Certain statutes, 
enacted a! different periods, did indeed 
greatly weaken that Church, and, per- 
haps, in time might have destroyed 
her, had not the gracious lenity of his 
Majesty afforded her a degree of 
peace and security, of which we and 
the other Clergy, with the Laity of our 
persuasion, will ever entertain a most 
grateful sense. Anxious to remove 
every doubt of our attachment to his 
Majesty’s government, we have re- 
solved to pray in time of divine ser- 
vice for the King’s most excellent 
Majesty, his heirs and successors by 
name, and for all the Royal Family, 
We have also re- 
commended to the other Clergy of our 
persuasion to follow our example, 
and we are happy to find that they 
are heartily disposed so to do. 

“Tf this step shall be acceptable to 
his Majesty, we trust that it will be 
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considered as an unequivocal proof of 
our loyalty, and of our steady resolu- 
tion to support his Majesty’s govern- 
ment at all times, and by every means 
in our power. We hope your Lord- 
ship will not consider it as too pre- 
sumptuous, when we request you to 
lay this testimony of our attachment 
and submission at the foot of the 
Throne.—And we have the honour 
rs be, my Lord, your Lordships,” &c. 

C. 

As a piece of respect due to their 
eminent stations in the Church of 
England, from which the present 
Episcopal succession in Scotland is 
derived, and naturally expecting to 
receive some aid from these venerable 
Prelates in endeavouring to obtain a 
repeal of the penal laws, the Scottish 
Bishops, at the same time addressed, 
by letter, the Archbishops of the pro- 
vinces of Canterbury and York, in 
which they express their humble con- 
fidence, that, upon “ their Graces re- 
commending to the Bishops of their 
respective provinces the measure of 
repeal of those penal statutes under 
which the Episcopal Church in Scot- 
land has so long groaned, they cannot 
doubt but that, by such powerful as- 
sistance, they shall obtain the desira- 
ble end they have in view.” 

The business on which the Synod 
met, and which the members of it had 
now concluded in so harmonious and 
becoming a manner, was not the ef- 
fect of any rash or hasty resolution. 
It had been long and deliberately 
weighed with all its probable conse- 
quences. And every circumstance 
relating to it having been seriousl 
pondered and considered, the Scottis 
Bishops and their Clergy now felt a 
peculiar satisfaction in reflecting, that 
what they had done proceeded from 
no selfish or interested motives, but 
from a pure regard to that important 
trust devolved upon them in their sa- 
cred character; from a strong sense 
of duty, a sincere desire to be more 
extensively useful in their several sta- 
tions, and a pious wish to unite the 
real good of their country with the in- 
terests of that “ kingdom which is not 
of this world.” These were the mo- 
tives which induced the Bishops and 
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Clergy in Scotland to pursue the path 
marked out, as they thought by the 
wisdom of Providence, for the peace 
and preservation of their Church. 
They had good ground, certainly, to 
expect the concurrence and support of 
alt who adhered to their humble mi- 
nistry ; and in this expectation they 
were not disappointed to any great ex- 
tent. Some, they were aware, would 
be disposed to look upon the step 
which they had taken as nothing short 
of an abandonment of their former 
principles, there being no society 
without individuals of such factious 
and pragmatic humours, as are not 
easily satisfied with any measures 
which do not originate with them- 
selves ; nor was it long before a party 
of this description was formed in the 
city of Edivburgh, and letters, signed 
by some of its leading members, were 
addressed to all the Bishops, complain- 
ing of undue haste on the Bishops 
part, and threatening that, unless time 
was given to satisfy their tender con- 
sciences, many of them, “ finding 
themselves placed in an obnoxious si- 
tuation, would prefer joining the Eng- 
lish Chapels.”? These few malcom 
tents were much encouraged in their 
schismatical proceedings by the Rev. 
James Brown, of Montrose, formerly 
mentioned as the. only non-conformist 
of the second order of the Scottish 
priesthood, who not only took upon 
himself the pastoral charge of them, 
but also made a most daring attempt 
to perpetuate the schism, by invading 
the right of the Episcopate itself,— 
having the hardihood to repair to the 
village of Downe, in Perthshire, where 
Bishop Rose resided, in the extreme 
of dotage, and causing him to perform 
the office of consecration ! 

When questioned, soon after, whe- 
ther the case were so, the venerable 
Prelate, in all the simplicity of child- 
hood, made answer, —“ My sister 
may have done it, but not I.” Being 
a bachelor, an aged sister was Bishop 
Rose’s housekeeper and guardian. A 
few years, however, were sufficient to 
remove, by death, the whole individu- 
als concerned in this petty cabal ;— 
so that, among the Episcopalians of 
Scotland, a seed of political disaffec- 
tion exists no longer. 


On the Ist of July, Bishop Aberne- 
thy Drummond had the honour of re- 
ceiving a reply to the communication 
made by the Bishops to Lord Syd- 
ney. 

LETTER IX. 


LORD SYDNEY TO BISHOP ABERNETHY 
DRUMMOND- 


“Whitehall, June 28, 1788. 


‘¢ J have had the honour of receiv- 
ing your letter of the 26th of last 
month, as well as that which you 
transmitted to me, notifying the reso- 
lution of your body to pray, by 
name, for the King and, Royal Family. 

“JT did not fail to lay those letters 
before the King, and I have received 
his Royal commands to acquaint you, 
that his Majesty received, with great 
satisfaction, this proof of your attach- 
ment to his person and family. 

“ T am happy to find the resolution 
has been carried into execution, and 
that it has fallen to my lot to commu- 
nicate to you his Majesty’s pleasure 
upon a sucject which must, in every 
point of view, tend to unite the affec- 
tions of his faithful and loyal subjects 
of every profession.” 

Encouraged by the gracious manner 
in which his Majesty was thus pleased 
to receive the allegiance of Scottish 
Episcopalians, the Bishops were now 
occupied in devising the most proper 
mode of laying their case before Par- 
liament, and of humbly soliciting 
from the British Legislature, relief 
from those severe restraints and penal- 
ties which, during the period of dis- 
puted succession to the Crown, that 
Legislature had in its wisdom seen fit 
to impose. Living in the immediate 
vicinity of the late Lord Viscount 
Melville, then treasurer of the British 
navy, Bishop Abernethy Drummond 
had frequent conversations with that 
distinguished statesman on the subject, 
as well as with his Lordship’s highly 
respected kinsman, the Lord Advocate 
for Scotland, now Lord Chief Baron 
of the Court of Exchequer, both of 
whom joined in commendation of the 
step which the Scottish Episcopal 
Clergy had taken, and generously pro- 
mised to befriend their cause. But 
before any direct application could be 
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made to the other members of admi- 
nistration, the King’s alarming indis- 
position put a stop to every kind of 
Parliamentary business; except that 
of providing for the necessities of the 
State by the appointment of a Re- 
gency. 

During this gloomy period of na- 
tional anxiety, the Episcopalians of 
Scotland did not fail to testify their 
loyalty by the most fervent. public 
prayers for the King’s happy receve- 
ry; and when that longed-for event 
took place, they were not unmindful 
of the duty of solemn and general 
thanksgiving. ‘The Bishops having 
also on this joyful occasion drawn up 
an humble address to their beloved 
Sovereign, and having signed the 
same, in their own names, and in the 
names of the Clergy of their respec- 
tive districts, it was forwarded (1789) 
by Mr. Henry Dundas, then a Com- 
moner, to Lord Sydney; and being 
the first of the kind, it is here insert- 
ed. 


1789.] “To the King’s Most Excel- 
lent Majesty, the humble Appress 
of the Prorestant Bisnops in Scot- 
land, and of the Clergy of their 
Communion. 


“ Most gracious Sovereign 
g ’ 


“ We, your Majesty’s most dutiful 
and loyal subjects,- the Protestant 
Bishops in Scotland and. Clergy. of 
their communion, most humbly request 
your Royal permission to mingle our 
hearty congratulations with those that 
are daily flowing from all parts of your 
Majesty’s dominions on the present 
joyful occasion. 

“ Deeply sensible of the mildness, 
equity, and wisdom of your Majesty’s 
government, while we joined with 
our fellow subjects in sincerely la- 
menting the calamitous situation of 
the British empire, suffermg in the 
distress of your Royal person, we did 
not fail most earnestly to implore that 
much desired relict, which could 
come only from the Father .of mercies 
and God of all comfort. We are 
now happy to find that the prayers of 
a united people have met with a gra- 
cious acceptance, and have obtained 
from heaven that complete restoration 
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of your Majesty’s health, for which, 
with most grateful hearts, we humbly 
adore the gvodness of the Almighty. 
“ We cannot omit this opportunity 
of acknowledging, with all becoming 
thankfulness, those endearing proofs 
of your Majesty’s distinguished cle- 
mency and condescension, which have 
encouraged this humble address. 
And when we consider how much it is 
the anxious wish and desire of your 
Majesty’s heart to contribute to the 
ease and happiness of your people, we 
rely with confidence on your paternal 
goodness for a participation in the 
protection and religious liberty which 
are enjoyed by the rest of your Ma- 
jesty’s loyal subjects. By this means 
we shall be enabled to manifest, in an 
exemplary mannery that attachment 
to your Royal person and family, which 
we can truly say is founded ona sense 
of duty, and confirmed by the warm- 
est gratitude. 
“ These sentiments of loyalty and 
affection to the best of Princes, we 
shall make it our constant study to in- 
culcate on the minds of those who ad- 
here to our ministry; and your Ma- 
jesty may be assured of their good 
dispositions to promote the public 
peace and prosperity, by yielding an 
uniform and cheerful obedience to 
your Majesty’s sacred authority. 
“ That the great God, by whom 
Kings reign, may take your Majesty 
under the peculiar care of his watch- 
ful Providence, may guard you from 
every danger, and preserve you long 
in health and happiness, as a blessing 
to the British nation, and a comfort 
to your own illustrious house, is, and 
ever shall be, the ardent prayer of us, 
“ Your Majesty’s most faithful and 
obedient subjects, the Protestant 
Bishops of Scotland, and the 
Clergy of their Communion. 

‘‘ Signed for ourselves, and in be- 
half of the Clergy of our respec- 
tive Diocesses, by” &c. &c. 


Bishop Skinner having been elected 
Primus in December, 1788, in conse- 
quence of Bishop Kilgour’s resigna- 
tion of that office, accompanied the 
above address with a letter to Mr. 
Dundas, thanking him, in the most 
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cordial manner, for the attention he 
had already paid to the case of the 
Scottish Episcopalians, and earnestly 
requesting a continuation of his friend- 
ly offices. 

“ We cannot,” the Bishop writes, 
“ but flatter ourselves that this is a 
most promising season for obtaining 
the object of our humble wishes, which 
is only to be put on an equal footing 
of protection and religious liberty with 
the other Dissenters from the Scottish 
establishment, particularly with those 
who have their orders from the Church 
of England. We presume that this 
concession on the part of govern- 
ment cannot give the least offence to 
the candid and liberal minded of any 
profession; and it shall always be our 
study to cultivate the good opinion of 
our fellow subjects of every persua- 
sion.” 

The address having been presented 
in the usual manner, Lord Sydney did 
the Bishops the honour to notify to 
them that his Majesty was pleased to 
receive it most graciously. A draught 
of a bill of relief having been now 
prepared by Bishop Skinner, at Mr. 
Dundas’s special desire, it was for- 
warded to him at his seat near Edin- 
burgh. But this most active servant 
of the crown, having been unexpect- 
edly summoned to London before he 
could give his opinivn fully on the na- 
ture and language of the proposed 
bill, it was the opinion of many, the 
warmest and best friends to its enact- 
ment, that nothing effectual would be 
done by either branch of the legisla- 
ture, without the personal appearance 
of one or more agents on the spot, if 
not to conduct the business in its dif- 
ferent stages of progression, yet to act 
as prompters to those who were quali- 
fied for the undertaking; and, by being 
constantly at hand, to solve any diffi- 
culties that might be started, and, at 
the same time, prevent the measure 
from being lost sight of. 

Among those who honoured the 
Scottish Bishops with this salutary ad- 
vice was a worthy, and, at that period, 
most intelligent member of the House 
of Commons, George Dempster, Esq. 
of Dunnichen, in the county of For- 
far, who, from the sincerity of re- 


gard which he continued to manifest 
throughout the business, informed the 
Primus, that unless a member of ad- 
ministration would positively pledge 
himself to introduce into Parliament 
the biil for repealing the penal sta- 
tutes, by which the whole Episcopa- 
lians were so aggrieved, and to carry 
it through all its stages, it would be 
absolutely necessary for some of the 
Bishops to repair to London, there to 
appear as loyal subjects, claiming a 
just and reasonable relief, not only for 
themselves, but for the society to 
which they belonged. The propriety 
of adopting this advice was, at the 
very time, rendered more obvious, if 
possible, by the discovery of some un- 
fair (to call it by the gentlest name) 
representations of the religious tenets 
of Scottish Episcopalians. Those Eng- 
lish ordained clergymen, who, being 
Scotchmen by birth and parentage, 
had procured orders with no other 
view but that of opposing Scottish 
Episcopacy, became very much alarm- 
ed at the favourable reception given, 
by all ranks of men in Scotland, to the 
cause and claims of the church of their 
forefathers! And Dr. Bagot, Bishop 
of Norwich, had been particularly ap- 
plied to, to thwart, as far as possible, 
any measures that might be taken by 
the Scottish Episcopal Clergy for their 
relief. The applicants went even the 
length of stating, that the Scottish 
Bishops, not satisfied with the pros- 
pect of obtaining liberty for them- 
selves, wished, nay, proposed, to have 
those Clergy subjected to their autho- 
rity, by act of Parliament, who offi- 
ciated, or might hereafter officiate in 
this country by virtue of orders from 
an English or an Irish Bishop. On 
what ground such an. injurious report 
could have been raised, the Annalist 
cannot possibly imagine. But having 
been not only raised, but actually 
communicated to the venerable Eng- 
lish prelate above named, Bishop 
Skinner, after showing the draught of 
the intended bill of relief to the late 
Dr. Beattie, of Aberdeen, the inti- 
mate friend of Bishop Porteus, of 
London, requested that the Doctor 
would undeceive his Lordship, as one 
of the most respectable of his order, 
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on this head, and assure him, “ that 
though the Scottish Bishops and their 
Clergy heartily wished for union, 
founded on primeiple, among all the 
Episcopalians in Scotland, yet had 
they not the most distant idea of en- 
deavouring to promote it by the inter- 
position of civil authority; nothing 
being more absurd or illiberal than 
the very thought of depriving others 
of that liberty of conscience which 
they were so desirous of procuring fur 
themselves.” 

Dr. Beattie, expressing himself per- 
fectly pleased, not only with the prin- 
ciple of the bill, but with the language 
in which it was framed, undertook to 
mention the matter to the Bishop of 
London, and to inform him, at the 
same time, that as some of the Scot- 
tish Bishops were on the eve of setting 
out for London, they would, on their 
arrival at the seat of government, have 
the honour of waiting on the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops of England indi- 
vidually, and would give them a full 
and fair account of the religious prin- 
ciples, as well as political hardships, 
of their humble Church. 

Immediately after Easter, 1789, 
and when the nation at large was ex- 
hibiting oo of joy on account 
oi the King’s happy recovery, the Bi- 
shops, Skinner, of Aberdeen, Aber- 
nethy Drummond, of Edinburgh, and 
Strachan, of Brechin, set out for Lon- 
don, furnished with the most ample 
recommendations from all and sundry, 
in the different districts of Scotland, 
who had friends or relatives members 
of the British legislature. 

Those which were afforded by no- 
blemen and gentlemen of the Episco- 
pal persuasion, the reader will not 
doubt, were framed in terms of the 
most friendly and favourable descrip- 
tion. Nor were the recommendations 
given by members of the Scottish es- 
tablishment less honourable to them- 
selves than to the parties more imme- 
diately interested. In proof of this, 
the Annalist cannot forbear recording 
the following letter to a nobleman of 
parliamentary eminence, the Lord 
Viscount Stormont, from a distinguish- 
ed member of the Courts of Session 
and Justiciary in Scotland, the late 
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Hon. Alexander Murray, Lord Hen. 


derland. 


LETTER X. 


LORD HENDERLAND TO LORD VISCOUNT 
STORMONT. 


“ Edinburgh, 21st April, 1789. 


* The gentlemen who will wait 
upon your Lordship with this are Mr. 
Abernethy and Mr. Skinner, Bishops 
of the ancient Episcopal Church of 
Scotland. They go to London to ob- 
tain a repeal of the disqualifications 
imposed by act of Parliament upon 
persons of that persuasion in certain 
circumstances, and will, with your 
Lordship’s permission, explain more 
fully to you the nature of their busi- 
ness. 

“© They, as well as all of their or- 
der that I know of in Scotland, are 
men of irreproachable character and 
exemplary conduct; and as they de- 
sired a letter of introduction to your 
Lordship, who receives with so much 
politeness every person engaged in 
public concerns, I thought you would 
excuse my presumption in giving it. 
I have stated what I believe to be a 
fair testimony in their favour. As to 
the propriety of the measure, I leave 
others to decide upon it.” 

(To be continued.) 


b—— 


St. Paul’s Church, Boston. 
( From the Episcopal Magazine.) 

Tue edifice now erecting in Com- 
mon-Street, of gray granite, reminds 
us in some particulars of the Ionic 
temple of Llissus in Athens, one of 
those works of antiquity which form 
a study for modern architects. The 
church is designed by Mr Parris, an 
artist of rising celebrity in New-Eng- 
land, no Jess characterized by his se- 
vere classical taste, than by accuracy 
in his plans. This Grecian temple 
just mentioned was anciently dedicat- 
ed to Ceres, held in high veneration 
at Athens, and was the place for cele- 
brating the lesser mysteries: it was 
afterwards converted, by the moderns, 
into a church, called St. Mary’s on the 
Rock, 

St. Paul’s Church will differ from 
the temple, in the number of columns 
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forming the portico. In the model 
six beautiful columns, of about 32 
feet in height, of Potomac stone, rise 
from a basement of five feet elevation, 
supporting a plain frieze and cornice, 
and a pediment, containing a design 
in basso relievo, (by Mr. Willard, the 
sculptor,) within its tympanum. The 
ascent to the platform on which 
the portico is reared, will be by a 
flizht of eight steps from the street, 
fronting the Mall. Upon each ex- 
tremity of the flanks of the edifice will 
be two figures, larger than lite, in alto 
relievo, representing St. Paul and 
St. Peter; and the sculpture ornament- 
ing the pediment, consisting of twelve 
figures, will exhibit Paul before 
Agrippa, who is pronouncing the me- 
morable passage—* Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian.” ‘The 
extreme angle of the pediment is to 
be 60 feet from the ground. The 
body of the church is to be 114 feet 
long, and including the platform of 15 
feet, the whole edifice will be 129 feet 
in length, and 72 feet 6 inchesin width. 
Under the portico are to be three 
doors, one in the centre and two at 
the flanks, opening into the church ; 
and above the entrances, extending 
along the front, is to be a tablet 50 
feet in length. The whole design in- 
dicates the origin of a new taste 
among us, by which high and uncouth 
steeples, erected upon low buildings 
in bad proportions, will be abolished, 
and a purer idea of architectural 
beauty be introduced. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Annu- 
al Convention of the Diocess of New- 
York, held in St. Peter’s Church, 
Albany, on Tuesday. October 19, 
and Wednesday, October 20, 1819. 

(Continued from p. 151, and concluded.) 
Tue Bishop, from “ the Committee 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

for Propagating the Gospel in the 

State of New-York,” presented the 

following abstract of the Report of 

Missionaries :— 

The Rev. Daniel Nash, Missionary 
in Otsego county, and parts adjacent, 
writes to the Bishop as follows: 

f have attended two Sundays, the 





year past, at Cooperstown ; the others, 
at New-Berlin, Burlington, and St. 
John’s, Otsego. Have baptized one 
adult and one child at Verona. Two 
adults and 45 children at Oneida: 
the adults and 43 children being of 
the Oneida nation. One adult and 
22 children at New-Berlin and its 
vicinity. Two adults and three chil- 
dren at Sherburne. One. child at 
Paris. One adult and six children 
at St. John’s, Otsego, and its vicinity. 
Five children at Cooperstown. Ten 
in the town of Hartwich, and one at 
Richfield. ‘The whole number being 
104. Three Marriages, and five Bu- 
rials. 

It is still a pleasing, although a la- 
borious, task, to perform the duties of 
a Missionary. I am delighted in wit- 
nessing the devout behaviour of many 
of our people in the different congre- 
gations I have visited; God grant this 
spirit of devotion may increase. It 
cannot reasonably be expected that 
I should perform as much Missionary 
duty as I have in former years: al- 
though 1 have been enabled to be ac- 
tive for the last six months, in which 
time I have visited a great number of 
families. I flatter myself I shall have 
your approbation, and the approba- 
tion of my brethren, but above all I 
am animated with the pleasing hope 
of having the final approbation of the 
Sovereign Judge and Lord of all. If 
this is granted it will be through 

race. 

The Rev. William A. Clark, Mis« 
sionary at Buffalo, and parts adjacent, 
writes to the Bishop as follows : 

Since entering upon my western 
mission my services have been prin- 
cipally divided between Buffalo, Ba- 
tavia, and Black Rock. One Sunday 
in four 1 have devoted to Batavia; 
on the other three I have attended 
two services at Buffalo, and one at 
Black Rock. I have also performed 
divine service on Sunday, twice at 
Le Roy, twice at a settlement five 
miles north of Batavia; three times 
at Williamsville, and once in Ham- 
burgh. The state of the several 
organized congregations under my 
charge, I would wish to represent as 
prosperous, but cannot dissemble. At 
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Baffalo the depression of the times is 
peculiarly great; many families of 
our congregation have removed, and 
of those remaining [ hear nothing but 
complaints of embarrassment. But, 
notwithstanding their misfortunes, 
they have found means, by the assist- 
ance of the contributions in Albany 
and New-York, to erect a very hand- 
some church in the Gothic style. The 
building is nearly enclosed. But, 
while our future prospects depend up- 
on the completion of this church, the 
nae have not funds to finish it. 
he losses they have sustained during 
the late war are felt too severely to 
ask them to do more. Buffalo will 
ultimately be a place of such import- 
ance, that [ think every exertion 
ought to be made to maintain the 
ground that the Church has gained. 

The congregation at Batavia is 
much in the same condition as that at 
Baffalo. At Black Rock our mem- 
bers are’ increasing; the people are 

enerally serious and attentive. At 
illiamsville and Hamburgh, I hope 
to be able to organize societies during 
another year: other places, where 
there are Episcopalians, I shall soon 
visit; feeling bound by my obligation 
as a Missionary to do as much as is 
in my power for the satisfaction of all 
our people, however scattered over a 
widely extended country. 

The Rev. Alanson W. Welton, 
Missionary in Ontario and adjacent 
counties, reports to the Bishop as fol- 
lows : 

Since the date of my last report, I 
have performed service in the follow- 
ing places. At Richmond 17 Sun- 
days; at Le Roy 17-; at Avon eight 
Sundays both parts of the day, and 
seven Sundays but half the day, hav- 
ing appropriated the other half to 

eseo, whese a church, to be known 
by the name and style of St. Michael’s 
Church, Geneseo, has, with excellent 
prospects, been recently organized. 
A certificate of this organization will 
herewith be forwarded to you. At 
Livonia, where there are several Epis- 
copal families, I have officiated one 
Sanday, and twice have visited that 
place for the purpose of performing 
a third service, after officiating at 

Vou. IV. 
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Richmond. One Sunday I have of- 
ficiated at Rochester ; one in Canan- 
daigua, in exchange with the Rev. 
Mr. Onderdonk, and once have per- 
formed a second service in Bergen, 
eight miles north from Le Roy, with- 
in, and in the neighbourhood of which 
town, there are several families of 
Churchmen, emigrants from the east- 
ern States, and much attached to the 
Church. 

In the last mentioned place I ad- 
ministered baptism to three persons, 
one adult and two children. 

The whole number of baptisms for 
the present year, in all the societies 
where I have officiated, is 26; of 
these, 24 were infants and ‘children, 
and two adults. The year past has 
been so healthful in this part of the 
State, that L have been called to at- 
tend but two funerals, both of them 
children. One adult, a communicant 
in the church at Le Roy, has died, 
Marriages—in Richmond three, and 
one in Livonia. 

The prospects of the Church in this 
part of the Diocess are generally flat- 
tering. It is, however, manifest, that 
the pecuniary distress of the times af- 
fects it, as it does all other institutions 
dependent in any degree upon. pecu- 
niary means. It would be wrong to 
suspect that there is any decrease of 
piety and zeal on the part of those 
who belong to it; but many want 
means to lend a helping hand; many 
also, who are not attached to the 
Church, but who, from their respect 
for it, wish to be so, are deterred by 
the circumstance that the times are 
80 pressing, that they shall not be able 
to do that to which their ambition, 
and their wish to do good, prompt 
them. ‘They wish to be actually, as 
well as nominally, its friends, -that 
their means, as well as their names, 
should contribute to its support and re- 
spectability. ‘This circumstance ren- 
ders it necessary that, for. the well 
being of the Church, we have more 
missionary aid. One cannot with any 
profit or advantage supply all the 
churches which have not: resi 
Clergymen ; it would be too laborioug® 
a duty, and his services would be so 
a that they avould, have but 
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little effect. The impressions made 
in one day (especially in these times, 
when every one feels himself over- 
borne with worldly concerns) will in 
a few weeks be lost and forgotten. 
I believe it to be highly important, 
that to every three or four societies 
in these new settlements, there should 
be one Missionary; the people may 
then be frequently called together ; 
societies near each other might at- 
tend in the same place; a little en- 
couragement will excite them to do 
something for those who are sent 
among them; if they can have in pros. 
pect stated and regular services, they 
will, in the hope of seeing the Church 
flourish, exert themselves to make 
those Missionaries comfortable who 
officiate among them. I think it is 
important that a Missionary should be 
stationed at Le Roy or Batavia, to 
supply those places and Sheldon, and 
also to collect together the Church- 
men scattered through the towns of 
Bergen and Riga. Couid this be 
done, and another provided for Ro- 
chester and its vicinity, our Church 
in this part of the Diocess would be 
well supplied for the present. I fear, 
however, there is a deficiency of 
means, and I much regret that it is 
at present next to impossible to obtain 
any assistance for Missionary pur- 
poses in that part of the country where 
I reside. This consideration has de- 
terred me from soliciting any. Those 
with whom I have conversed on the 
subject have thought it inexpedient 
to ask either for contributions or sub- 
scriptions. In truth, we have now to 
offer for the Church,. little else than 
our prayers. 

The Rev. George H. Norton, Mis- 
sionary in Seneca and Ontario coun- 
ties, reports to the Bishop as follows : 

Since the date of my last annual 
report, my labours have been pretty 
much confined to the churches at 
Waterloo, Seneca county; Vienna, 
Ontario county ; and Catharines, Ti- 
oga county. The advancement of 
the Church at Waterloo, for the year 
past, has been equal to the most en: 

rged expectations of its friends, 
he congregations, in point of num- 
bers, have, for the most part, been 
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very respectable, and the worship has 
been uniformly conducted with de- 
cency and solemnity; an attachment 
to our liturgy and services through- 


out, has evidently increased with an . 


acquaintance with them, and the re- 
ligious ordinances, administered ‘ac- 
cording to the forms and usages of 
the Church, have been generally ac- 
knowledged to be peculiarly solemn 
and impressive. Whilst the congre- 
gation has been gradually increasing 
in numbers, it has been highly grati- 
fying to mark the increase of serious- 
ness which has been evinced by the 
people, not only in their patient and 
attentive hearing of the word preach- 
ed, but more particularly in a desire 
expressed for the ordinances of the 
Gospel. ‘The sacrament of Baptism 
has been administered to a consider- 
able number of adults and children, 
and about 24 have already united 
themselves with our communion. 
There is a favourable prospect at pre- 
se.lt of making additions, ere long, to 
the list both of baptisms and commu- 
nicants. The great Head of the 
Church, we trust, will yet grant unto 
us an abundant increase. It wouldcon- 
tribute very essentially to the growth 
of this society, if they had the privi- 
lege of assembling in a house every 
way convenient, and set apart for pub- 
lic worship. Aware of this, and being 
desirous to effect an object so import- 
ant, our friends in this village have 
taken the first step towards it, by pro- 
curing an eligible site for a building. 
‘The principal materials for a house 
are very easy of access, and can be 
pretty readily obtained, but for the 
want ef money to prosecute and com- 
plete their work, they are unable to 
proceed. Their peculiar ‘situation, 
however, I trust, claims the attention, 
and will be duly considered by our 
friends abroad. 

The congregation of St. John’s 
Church, Sulphur Springs, continues 
to assemble for worship, at the village 
of Vienna. There have been some 
additions to the soviety of late, and 
from the earnest wish expressed for a 
continuance of our services, we may 
hope for a considerable increase in 
the course of another year. One 
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souriin oi MY Ue is devoted to this 
parish. ° 

The church at Catharines, Tioga 
county, 1 have visited twice during 
the present season, and administered 
the ordinances to the faithful little 
flock in that remote region. It gave 
me much pleasure to find, that this 
society (though it has had but little 
intercourse with the sister churches, 
and has long laboured under peculiar 
difficulties) was likely to prosper. 
Thay have recently had some acces- 
sion to their numbers: they have gone 
on, and nearly completed the little 
house which was erected a few years 
ago for public worship, and are now 
nearly in a situation to invite the at- 
tention of a Missionary. From my 
acquaintance with this Church, I am 
well persuaded that it needs nothing 
but the more frequent ministrations 
of a Clergyman, to render its con- 
dition prosperous. 

In conclusion it may be proper to 
add, that during the year past, for 
two Sundays my ministerial duties 
were interrupted by sickness, and that 
I was absent from my charge one 
Sunday besides, having gone below 
to take Priests’ orders. sides lec- 
turing on week days, I have, in the 
course of the season, officiated on 
Sundays at Canandaigua, Geneva, 
and Auburn, in exchange with my 
Reverend Brethren residing in those 
villages. 

St. Paul’s Church, Waterloo— 
Families about 28; baptisms, adults 
13, children 20, total 33 ; communi- 
cants 24; funerals, in the parish and 
neighbourhood 12. St. John’s Church, 
Vienna, (formerly Sulphur Springs) 
—Baptisms 5; communicants 12; 
funerals 2. St. John’s Church, Ca- 
tharine’s ‘Town-—Families 22; bap- 
tisms 8; communicants 19. | 

The Rev. Samuel Fuller, Mission- 
ary in Albany and Greene counties, 
writes to the Bishop as follows: 

The first Sunday after the last 
Convention was passed at Catskill, on 
my return home; and J preached in 
St. Luke’s Church in the afternoon. 
The next three Sundays I officiated 
in Trinity Church, Rensselaerville. 


I have officiated at Rensselaerville 
and at Greeneville, one Sunday in each 
place, alternately, 

At Rensselaerville, the worship of 
the Church has been more numerous- 
ly attended than in the year preced- 
ing; in every other respect the socie- 
ty remains much in its former state. 
A few Sundays, in the intermission of 
the ordinary service, I have instructed 
such children as were disposed to at- 
tend, in the Catechism and in-reading 
the Scriptures. 

At Greeneville the congregation 
has been respectable for numbers; 
and the service has been performed 
with correctness. and apparent devo- 
tion. The people have held ser- 
vice principally in a tolerable con- 
venient room in the Academy; but 
three Sundays the service was held 
in as many different places in the 
vicinity of the Academy, the better to 
accommodate some who reside at a 
distance from the usual place of wor- 
ship. Some additions have been 
made to the communion. 

So far as one:can form an opinion 
from appearances, it is thought that 
the objections to the service of the 
Church have much subsided. The 
propriety of being worshippers, and 
not mere spectators, ig more seen and 
acknowledged. Were there more 
worshippers in Christian assemblies, 
there would, unquestionably, be fewer 
objections to the service of the 
Church. 

Bapiisms—in Greeneville, adults 4, 
children 18, in other places, children 
4. “Total 26.—Marriages 4. 

~ Collections—For the Missionary 
Fund—-Rensselaerville, $ 3 81; 
Greeneville, $3 75. Total $7 56. 
—For the Episcopal Fund—Rensse- 
laerville, $ 326; Greeneville, $2 2. 
Total $5 28. 

The Rev. James Thompson, Mis- 
sionary in Greene and Delaware 
counties, writes to the Bishop as fol- 
lows: 

The year past I have officiated one 
half of the time at Windham, the 
other half at Cairo, except one Sun- 
day in exchange with the Rev. Mr. 
Prentiss, at Athens'and Catskill. The 


From that time to theend of the year, Rev. Mr. Fuller took the charge of 
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repeatedly requested to preach in that 
quarter. It would be important to 
establish a church here, to be con- 
nected with Windham, as there is no 
place so near to Windham where 
there is any prospect of forming a so- 
ciety. My success so far is nearly 
equal to my expectations, se that I 
shall probably continue another year, 
organize a church, and administer the 
communion. Divine service is now 
performed with propriety on the part 
of the people. There are about 40 
Common Prayer Books belonging to 
the congregation. 

I have frequently preached three 
times on a Sunday, and lectured on 
week days. From the first of De- 
cember, to the second week in March, 
I preached nearly every Tuesday 
evening in the Durham society. I 
have baptized 12 children, married 
two couple, and attended one funeral ; 
have catechised the children at Wind- 
ham, both in the Church Catechism 
and in the explanation of it, and ex- 
plained both to the children and con- 
gregation. I have organized a library 
society in the Windham parish, which, 
I am in hopes, will be beneficial to 
the Church; the library is to be com- 
posed of books owned by the members 
of the society, and such beoks as shall 
be purchased or obtained by donation. 
‘The communicants are the same as in 
my last report. Have preached the 
missionary sermons, and made the 
collections. F 

The Rev. Russel Wheeler, Rec-. 
tor of Zion Church, Butternutts, and 
officiating Minister and Missionary in 
the county of Otsego, and parts adja- 
cent, reports as follows: 

My Missionary services for the 
year past have been given to destitute 
congregations in the counties of Otse- 

0, Delaware, Chenango, and Broome. 

have endeavoured to be faithful in 
discharging the duties of my station, 
by preaching the Gospel “in season 
and out of season,” and in giving the 
sacraments of the Church of God to 
that portion of our brethren who are 


dispersed through this part of the Dio- 
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cess, not enjoying the «! (e! ‘cans of 
salvation. 
Zion Church, Butiernutts, and St. 


Matthew’s Church, Unadilla,have been 
under my more immediate care, and 
are nearly in the same state as when 
I made imy last annual report. I 
verily believe our prospects are not 
less flattering or our success less cer- 
tain. 

I have preached several times in 
St. Paul’s Church, Oxford, since the 
last Convention, in exchange with 
the Rev. Mr. Bush, who is only 
‘admitted Deacon ;” where I have 
given the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. I have visited the churches 
at Binghamton, Windsor, and Co- 
ventry, where I have preached and 
given the sacraments of the Church ; 
and I have officiated in the Church 
societies of Masonville and Frankiin. 
I have only to observe, that the friends 
of our Church in this vicinity have 
no cause of discouragement in mis- 
sionary pursuits. 

Zion Church Butternutts—Bap- 
tisms 20, communicants. 100. 

St. Matthew’s Church, Unadilla— 
Baptisms 10, communicants 50,— 
Windsor, communicants 25; Coven- 
try, 20; Binghampton, 10.—Bap- 
tisins 15. 

The Rev. Ezekiel G. Gear, Mis- 
sionary iu Onondaga county, and 
counties adjacent, writes to the Bi- 
shop as follows : 

During the last year my missionary 
services have been confined princi- 
pally to the church in Onondaga, and 
in Tully, Courtlandt county. In the 
former the congregation has increas- 
ed, fand a considerable number have 
been added to the communion. Of 
Tully I can say no more than I did 
when you were there last month. 
The number of communicants in both 
congregations is about 65. Besides 
"y attention to Onondaga and Tully, 
I have performed divine service four 
Sundays at Otisco, where there is a 
small congregation sincerely attached 
to our Church; and one Sunday at 
Pompey. Ihave exchanged one Sun- 
day with the Rev. Mr. Pardee, of 
Manlius, and officiated one Sunday at 
Aubum, during the absence of the Kev. 
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Mr. Smith, by way of exchange with 
the Rev. Mr. Orin Clark, of Geneva, 
who preached for me in this place. I 
have likewise given many lectures on 
week days in various places. 1 have 
taken no small pains to instruct the 
children of these several places in the 
Church Catechism, and to explain to 
them the nature and obligation of the 
Christian covenant; and I can truly 
say, with the Rev. William Jones, of 
Nayland, “ that the siniles of children 
have more than compensated for the 
frowns and scoffs of unbelievers.” I 
have administered baptism to about 
seventy infants and children, and ten 
adults, about one third of which were 
of the Onondaga and Oneida Indians. 
Marriages four, funerals six. 

The Rev. Amos Pardee, Mission- 
ary at Manlius, Onondaga county, and 
parts adjacent, writes to the Bishop 
as follows: 

Since entering on the duties of my 
mission, | have on week days preach- 
ed in the adjacent towns, Pompey, 
Cazenovia, and Quality Hill, in Le- 
nox. 

The last Sunday in every month, I 
have regularly, without loss of time 
through ill health or badness of wea- 
ther, spent at Lenox, or rather Smith- 
field parish. 

The remainder of Sundays, except 
those in which I have exchanged with 
the Rev. Mr. Gear, I have spent in 
the church in Manlius; also Thanks- 
giving Day, Christmas, Good-Friday, 
&c. Ihave catechised the children 
and youth, some part of the time 
every other Wednesday, and some 
part of the time every Wednesday, 
during the summer past. I have bap- 
tised in Manlius two adults and thir- 
teen children, have married two cou- 
ple, and attended six funerals, 

One communicant has removed, one 
has died, and six have been added, 
which makes the whole number 70. 

The people of this parish are, I be- 
lieve, increasing in the knowledge and 
attachment to the principles of the 
Church. 

In the little village of Lenox, or 
rather Smithfield, before the Church 
was organized, there was a very ge- 
neral profanation of the Lord’s day, 
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and disregard to al the institutions of 
religion: now the people generally. 
reverence them all; and some have 
professed the Christian taith in a com- 
pliance with the sacraments of the 
Gospel. 

‘The congregation during the last 
year has greatly increased.. ‘The bap- 
tisms have been five, and one funeral. 

There are above thirty communi- 
cants firmly attached to the doctrine, 
ministry, and worship of our Church. 
The people of this parish are poor, 
but being generally young, and hav- 
ing increasing properties, as they have 
already the will, it is hoped they may, 
ere long, have the ability to build a 
house for the worship of God. 

Some more Prayer Books, and 
tracts on the doctrine, ministry, and 
worship of the Church, might be very 
penta Pip bestowed among this peo- 
pie. 

The Rev. Leverett. Bush, Deacon, 
Missionary at Oxford, Chenango coun- 
ty, and parts adjacent, reports to the 
Bishop as follows; 

Since the last convention, I have 
officiated regularly in Oxford on Sun- 
days; and, during the past summer, 
I have delivered lectures on the ser- 
vice of the Church every Friday. 

_I have also performed divine ser- 
vice during week days, in the follow. 
ing places: in Binghamton twice, in 
Coventry four times, and once in Dan- 
by, Tioga county. In the last men- 
tiond place there are five or six fami- 
lies of enlightened and pious Episco- 
palians, who evince great solicitude 
to have the Church established 
amongst them. 

The congregation of St. Paul’s 
Church, Oxford, is gradually increas- 
ing; and I anticipate the period 
me it will become large and respect- 
able. 

The present number of communi- 
cants is 44, Six added since the last 
Convention. Baptisms 4, marriages 
5, funerals 4. 

_ The Rev. Joshua M. Rogers, Mis- 
sionary at Turin, Léwis county, and 
parts adjacent, reports to the Bishop 
as follows : 

During the last year, I have preach- 
ed occasionally at Lewisville, where 
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I administered the sacrament, and 
baptized several children; in that vil- 
lage, there is great room for mission- 
ary labours, and the time, I trust, is 
not far distant, when a church will be 
established there. 

One Sunday I passed at Sackett’s 
Harbour, Jefferson county, and bap- 
tised four children; I found several 
Episcopalians there, and it is much 
to be regretted they have never had 
a Church Clergyman resident among 
them. I have preached several times 
at Boonville, Oneida county. I have 
spent two Sundays at Utica, while 
they were destitute of a pastor, and, 
by request of the people, administered 
the holy communion. The remainder 
of my time has been devoted to St. 
Paul’s Church, Turin, where there is 
a gradual increase, notwithstanding 
the opposition and prejudice it has 
had to contend with. Number of 
communicants, about 23, baptisms 15, 
marriages 8, funerals 2. 

The Rev. Charles W. Hamilton, 
Missionary in Washington county, 
and parts adjacent, writes to the Bi- 
shop as follows : 

My services have been for the past, 
as in the preceding year, principally 
devoted to the church at Sandy Hill. 

Other places have been visited, and 
in some I have preached and adminis- 
tered the sacraments. The continued 
illness of the Rev. Mr. Jewett, has 
induced me to visit and officiate in his 
parish for severa! Sundays. No ma- 
terial change has occurred in the 
church at Sandy Hill. The sacra- 
ment of baptism has been several times 
administered. Some have been ad- 
ded to the holy communion—others 
died and removed. ‘There is an in- 
crease of piety among those who con- 
tinue to be attached to the worship of 
the Church. Much good has been 
done by the distribution of tracts and 
Prayer Books in connexion with the 
institution of a Sunday school. The 
religion of our divine Lord, has not 
that free course in the part of the 
country embrd@ed by my mission, 
which cotild be wished, and there is, 
therefore, need and room for the ex- 
ertions of a pious, able, and zealous 
ministry. The means, however, of 
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giving that ministry a necessary arfd 
proper support, and of erecting build- 
ings for the more devout worship of 
Almighty God, are by no means con- 
siderable. It is not only right, but is 
conceived to be highly profitable to 
the interest of the Church, that a mis- 
sion be continued in the part of the 
country to which the services of the 
re of this report have been devot- 
ed. 

From the parochial reports of the 
Clergy, rendered to the Bishop, and 
entered on the Journal agreeably to 
the canons, together with the above 
detailed report of Missionaries, the 
following aggregate is drawn: 


adults 153 
Baptisms, 4 children 985 1590 


not specified 452 
Marriages 313 
Burials 943 
Communicants 4235 


Of the baptisms, five adults and 63 
children are stated to have been In- 
dians. 

From the reports of collections for 
the Episcopal and Missionary Funds, 
it appears that there had been cullect- 
ed, during the past year, 

For the Episcopal Fund § 771 41 
Missionary do. 1474 10 

The Trustees of the Episcopal Fund 
submitted their report. from which it 
appears that the increase of the said 
fund during the past year has been 


% 1805 64; and that its present a- — 


mount is $ 19,650 17. 


The following gentlemen were | 


elected Delegates to the General Con- 
vention:—The Rev. Isaac Wilkins, 
D. D. the Rev. David Butler, the Rev. 
Thomas Lyell, the Rev. Benjamin T. 
Onderdonk, the Hon. Rufus King, Dr. 
John Onderdonk, Philip S. Van Rens- 
selaer, Esq. Richard Harison, Esq. 
The following gentlemen were 
elected the Standing Committee of 
the Diocess :—The Rev. Wm. Harris, 
D. D. the Rev. Thomas Lyell, the 
Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. the 
Rev. James Montgomery, Richard 
Harison, Esq. Gen. Matthew Clarkson, 
William Ogden, Col. Nicholas Fish. 
The following gentlemen were 


elected “ the Committee of the Pro- | 


testant Episcopal Church for Promot- 
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ing the Gospel in the State of New- 
York,” of which the Bishop is, ex 
officio, President :—The Rev. Thomas 
Lyell, the Rev. Henry J. Feltus, the 
Rev. James Montgomery, Gerrit H. 
Van Wagenen, Dr. John Onderdonk, 
Thomas L. Ogden, Esq. 

In a list of Clergy of the Diecess 
published with the Journal, there are 
the names of the Bishop, 57 Presby- 
ters, and 13 Deacons. 


‘THE PSALMS. 


Extracts from the .Vew Family Bible now 
publishing by T'. & J. Swords, under the 
direction of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 


(The passages within brackets are added to this edition 
by the American editor.) 


Psaum XVII. Ver. 10 They are 
enclosed in their own fat: with their 
mouth they speak proudly. 


Ver. 10. The meaning is, that pride is 
the child of plenty, begotten by self-indul- 
gence; which hardens the hearts of men 
against the fear of God, and love of their 
neighbours: rendering them insensible to 
the judgments of the former, and the mi- 
series of the latter. Bp. Horne. 


15 As for me, I will behold thy 
face in righteousness: I shall be sa- 
tisfied, when I awake, with thy like- 
ness. 


[As for God to “lift up the light of his 
countenance,” Ps. iv. 6. and to “make his 
face toshine” upon aman, Ps. xxxi. 16. is 
to be favourable to him; and to “ hide,” Ps. 
xxx. 7.or “turn away his face,” 2 Chron. 
xxx. 9. is to withdraw his favour and to 
be displeased; so also to “seek his face,” 
i Chron. xvi. 11. is to endeavour to obtain 
his kindness, and accordingly to “see” or 
** behold his face,” is to be in his favour, 
to be in a state of enjoying it. But be- 
sides this also, as those that are said to 
behold the face of kings, are those that 
minister about them, do them service of 
the nearest admission, and that stand in 
their presence, and are ready still to ex- 
ecute whatever they command; and as, 
secondly, the Angels, that are ministering 
Spirits, sent forth by God to minister per- 
petually, are said to “see the face of God 
always ;” and by consequence to “see his 
face,” or to “ behold his presence,” is to 
wait upon him in all duty and obedience 
to his commands whom they attend: ac- 
corditigly, to“ walk before him,” or “ walk 
with him in his presence,” is toserve him 
constantly with all uprightness, Gen. xvii. 
¥. and to please him, particularly in the 
acts of worship and religion, his house, 


the place that is dedicated te his worship 
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being called his “ court,” his “presepce.” 
So that “to behold God’s face in righte- 
ousnss” here does signify all this—I will 
serve thee truly, faithfully attend thy com- 
mands, and wait upon thee in a constant 
diligent performance of my duty, live as 
always in thy presence, holily and righte- 
ously, especially in attendance on thy wor- 
ship, when I come to seek thy face, to put 
myself before thee in thy présence; and 
so doing I make no doubt but that thou 
wilt “lift up the light of thy countenance” 
upon me, and I shall behold thy “ face to 
shine” upon thy servant. Allestree.} 

[When man was made out of the dust 
he was the only creature that was said to 
be made after God’s own image and simi- 
litude; so after he is fallen again into 
that dust, when he awakes out of it, he is 
that only thing that is said “ to bear the 
image” of the Lord from heaven, to be 
like God. Those attributes that are es- 
sentially natural to the Divinity, as the 
omniscience of his understanding, perfect 
rectitude and purity of his will; and not 
to enumerate particulars, perpetual, bles- 
sed, infinite delight in the unwearied, une 
interrupted exercise of his understanding 
in the utmost latitude of its comprelien- 
sions, and the undisturbed enjoyment of 
his holy will in all things, all this un- 
changeable, because spiritual and immor- 
tal; of all these, so much as is communi- 
cable to a creature, man shall then par- 
take of, be exalted into; yea, so far par- 
take in all of it, as he is exalted into an 
estate to “ see God as he is.” Allestree.} 

The confidence with which David calls 
upon the Lord in this Psalm, and the hope 
he possessed that God would have regard 
to his innocence, shows the great happi- 
ness of the good; since they can, in all 
conditions, apply themselves to God with 
assurance, knowing that he will always be 
their protector. The last words of this 
Psalm should raise our thoughts to the 
desire and expectation of eternal life, 
which the righteous shall enjoy after the 
resurrection. Ostervald. 

{If we set the Lord always before us, 
as the object and the end of all our resolu- 
tions and our actions, and do this with all 
sincerity, as seeing his eyes over us, wit- 
nessing and judging ofour behaviour: and 
if we behold his face too with all hope and 
confidence, knowing he looks over us te 
encourage our endeavours, to give them 
grace sufficient; then we cannot possibly 
miscarry. What success soever we may 
have in that war which the world here, at 
enmity with all that love and serve God, 
wages with us, and though it donot only 
frown on us, but humble us into the dust 
of death, yet keeping firm to our resolu- 
tions of “ beholding God’s face in righte- 
ousness,” when they awake out of that 
dust “after his likeness,” they shall be 
satisfied with it. -fllestree.] 
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From the British Review. 


A Concise View of the Principal 
Points of Controversy between the 
Protestant and Koman Chaurches. 
By the Rev. C. H Wharton, V. Uv. 
Rector of St. Mary’s -hurch, Bur- 
ington. (N. J.) and Member of the 
Phalosu; hical Society uf Philadel- 
phia.—8vo. New-York. 


Dr. Wharton is an Episcopal divine 
at Burlington, in the state of New-Jer- 
sey, and is an able controversalist, as 
well as an elegant writer. 

This work contains several tracts, 
published at different times, and now 
collected together in consequence of 
repeated application made to the au 
thor. Dr. Wharton was formerly a 
priest in communion with the Church 
of Rome, and chaplain te a Roman 
Catholic congregation at Worcester, 
in this country; towhom he addressed 
a letter, on his settlement in America, 
stating the motives which induced 
him to relinquish their cou:munion, 
and become a member of the Protest- 
ant Church. ‘This letter is the first 
tract in the volume now under con- 
sideration, and is characterized by 
just arguments and a truly liberal 
spirit. To counteract the effects 
which might be produced by it in 
America, the late R: man Catholic 
Archbishop, Carroll, published a re- 
ply (also reprinted by Dr Wharton,) 
in which he defends the principles of 
his Church with erudition, and en- 
deavours to answer Dr. W.’s objec- 
tions with politeness. ‘The latter pro- 
duced an answer to the Archbishop’s 
reply, in which he has completely 
vindicated the Protestant faith, with 
equal ability and learning. His vo- 
lume contains two other learned and 
well written tracts, in answer to more 
recent assailants. We are the more 
particular in calling the attention of 
our readers to the subjects discussed 
in this work, because it bears on a 
topic which is peculiarly important to 
us as Protestants, and as members of 
the Anglican Church; we scarcely 
need add, that we mean the so much 
agitated Catholic question. Indeed, 
to the divine who is desirous of inves- 
tigating the controversy between Pro- 


testants and Catholics, this work will 
be found extremely useful. Dr. Whar- 
ton fully meets his antagonist with 
arguments drawn from the Scriptures, 
from the writings of the Fathers, and 
from Christian antiquity: so that his 
volume may be considered as a store- 
house of information to the sincere 
inquiring Protestant. 








On the Conduct of a Church Organ. 


(From the New-York Evening Post, of 
May 23, 1820._) 

Tuose for whom the following ar- 
ticle is more particularly intended, 
will, at once, understand why it is in- 
troduced to their notice at this time: 
and if there are others who cannot 
comprehend its bearing or application, 
they are desired to remember that a 
newspaper is a miscellany which, be- 
ing designed to please all in turn, 
must necessarily contain many things 
occasionally uninteresting, and even 
displeasing, to some. The conduct 
of Church organs, then, “ is the sub- 
ject of my story;” and T avail myself 
of the following excellent observa- 
tions, which I came across not lon 
since, in the 2d volume of Hopkinson’s 
Works, published at Philadelphia, an 
extract from which, without preface 
or apology, I shall lay before my 
readers ; particularly those who are 
Episcopalians. 

“ A letter to the Rev. Doctor White, 
Rector of Christ Church, and St. 
Peter’s, on the Conduct of a Church 
Organ. 

“ T am one of those who take great 
delight in sacred music, and think, 
with royal David, that heart, voice, 
and instrument, should unite in ado- 
ration of the great Supreme. 

“ To give wings, as it were, to this 
holy zeal, and heighten the harmony 
of the soul, organs have been intro- 
duced into churches. The application 
of instrumental music to the purposes 
of piety is well known to be of very 
ancient date. 

“Unless the real design for which 
an organ is placed ina church, be 
constantly kept in view, nothing is 
more likely to happen than an abuse 
of this noble instrument, so as to ren- 
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der it rather an obstruction to, than 
an assistant in, the good purpose for 
which the hearers are assembled. 

“Give me leave, Sir, to suggest a 
few: rules for the conduct of an organ 
in a place of worship, according to 
my ideas of propriety. 

“Ist. The organist should always 
keep in mind, that neither the time 
nor place is suitable for exhibiting 
all his powers of execution; and that 
the congregation have not assembled 
to be entertained with his feats. The 
excellence of an organist consists in 
his making the instrument subservient 
and conducive to the purposes of devo- 
tion. None but a master can do this. 
An ordinary performer may play sur- 
prising tricks, and show great dexte- 
rity in running through difficult pas- 
sages, which he has subdued by dint 
of previous labour and practice. But 
he must have taste and judgment who 
can call forth the powers of the in- 
strument, and apply them with pro- 
priety and effect, to the seriousness of 
the occasion. 

‘2d. The voluntary previous to 
reading the lessons, was probably de- 
signed to fill up a solemn pause in the 
service; during which the clergyman 
takes a few minutes respite in a duty 
too long, perhaps, to be continued 
without fatigue, unless some inter- 
mission were allowed: then the or- 
gan has its part alone, and the organ- 
ist an opportunity of showing his power 
over the instrument. This, however, 
should be done with great discretion 
and dignity, avoiding the appearance 
of every thing light and trivial; but 
rather endeavouring to compose the 
minds of the audience, and strengthen 
ihe tendency of the heart to those de- 
vout exercises, in which, it should be 
presumed, the congregation are now 
engaged. All sudden jerks, strong 
contrasts of piano and forte, rapid ex- 
ecution, and expressions of tumult 
should be avoided. The voluntary 
should proceed with great chasteness 
and decorum; the organist keeping 
in mind, that his hearers are now in 
the midst of divine service. The full 
organ should seldom be used on this 


occasion, nor should the voluntary 


last more than five minutes of time. 
Vou. IV. 
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Some relaxation, however, of this 
rule may be allowed, on festivals and 
grand occasions. 3 

“3d.-The chants form a pleasing 
and animating part of the service; 
but it should be considered that they 
are not songs or tunes, but a species 
of recitative, which is no more than 
speaking musically. Therefore as 
melody or song is out of the question, 
it is necessary the harmony should 
be complete, otherwise chanting, with 
all the voices in unison, is too light 
and thin for the solemnity of the oc- 
casion. There should be at least half 
a dozen voices in the organ gallery to 
fill the harmony with the Se and 
treble parts, and give a dignity to the 
performance. Melody may be frivol- 
ous; harmony never. 

“4th. The prelude which the or- 
gan plays immediately after the psalm 
is given out, was intended to advertise 
the congregation of the psalm tune 
which is going to be sung ; but some 
famous organist, in order to show how 
much he could make of a little, has 
introduced the custom of running so 
many divisions upon the simple me- 
lody of a psalm tune, that the original 
purpose of this prelude is now totally 
defeated, and the tune so disguised by 
the fantastical flourishes of the dex- 
terous performer, that not an indivi- 
dual in the congregation can possibly 
guess the tune intended, until the 
clerk has sung through the first line 
of the psalm. And it is constantly 
observed, that the congregation hard- 
ly ever join in the psalm before the 
second or third line, for want of that 
information which the organ should 
have given. ‘The tune should be dis- 
tinctly given out by the instrument, 
with a few chaste and expressive de- _ 
corations, such as none but a master 
can give. 

“ 6th. The interludes between the 
verses of the psalm were designed to 
give the singers a little pause, not 
only to take breath, but also an op- 
portunity for a short retrospect of the 
words they have sung, in which the 
organ ought to assist their reflections. 
For this purpose the organist should 
be previously informed by the clerk, 
of the verses to be sung, that he may 
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modulate his interlude according to 
the subject. 

“ To place this in astrong point of 
view, no stronger, however, than 
what I have too frequently observed 
to happen; suppose the congregation 
to have sung the first verse of the 33d 
Psalm : 

* Let all the just to God with joy, 

Their cheerful voices raise ; 

For well the righteous it becomes 

To sing glad songs of praise.’ 

“ How dissonant would it be for 
the organist to play a pathetic inter- 
lude in a flat third, with the slender 
and distant tones of the echo organ, 
or the deep and smothered sounds of 
a single diapason stop! 

“ Or suppose again, that the words 
sung have been the 6th verse of the 
6th Psalm : 

* Quite tired with pain, with groaning 

faint, 
No hope of ease I see, 
The night, that quiets common griefs, 
Is spent in tears by me.’ 

“¢ How monstrously absurd would it 
be to hear these words of distress suc- 
ceeded by an interlude selected from 
the fag end of some thundering fugue 
on a full organ, and spun out to most 
unreasonable length! Or, what is still 
worse, by some trivial melody, with a 
rhythm so strongly marked, as to set 
all the congregation to beating time 
with their feet or their hands! Even 
those who may be impressed with the 
feeling such words should occasion, 
or in the least disposed for melancho- 
ly, must be shocked at so gross an 
impropriety. 

* The interludes should not be con- 
tinued above 16 bars in ¢riple, or ten 
or twelve bars in common time, and 
should always be adapted to the verse 
sung: and herein the organist has a 
fine opportunity of showing his sensi- 
bility, and displaying his taste and 
skill.* 


* As the appropriate posture of stand- 
ing during the singing has now succeeded 
to that of sitting, which was prevalent 
when this excellent letter was written, 
and as the former is not a convenient pos- 
ture for mere listening, may it not be 
doubted whether there should be any in- 
terlude of longer duration than the pause 


required by singing without gn instru- 





“ 6th. The voluntary after service 
was never intended to eradicate every 
serious idea which the sermon may 
have inculcated. It should rather be 
expressive of that cheerful satisfaction 
which a good heart feels under the 
sense of duty performed. It should 
bear, if possible, some analogy with 
the discourse delivered from the pul- 
pit; at least, it should not be totally 
dissonant from it. If the preacher has 
had for his subject penitence for sin, 
the frailty and uncertainty of human 
life, or the evils incident to mortality, 
although the voluntary may be some- 
what inore cheerful than the tenor of 
such a semon may in strictness sug- 
gest; yet it ought, by no means, to be 
so full and free as a discourse on 
praise, thanksgiving, and joy, would 
authorize. 

“ In general, the organ should ever 
preserve its dignity, and upon no ac- 
count issue light and pointed move- 
ments, which may draw the attention 
of the congregation, and induce them 
to carry home, not the serious senti- 
ments which the service should im- 
press, but some very pretty air with 
which the organist has been so good as 
to entertainthem. It is as offensive to 
hear lilts and jiggs from a church or- 
gan, as it would be to see a venerable 
matron frisking though the public 
street with all the fantastic air of a 
Columbine.” 

Thus far the celebrated author. 
His remarks are admirable so far as 
he goes; but there is one common 
error, and of no trivial nature, which 
prevails in all our church organists, 
that has escaped him, but which ought 
to be peiated out, in order that it may 
be at once corrected. ‘The great er- 
ror we allude to, consists in playing 
the organ so loud, as not only to take 
the lead, but drown the voices of the 
congregation, or oblige them to bawl 
rather than sing, in order to be heard, 
to the utter destruction of all melody 
and all articulation and emphasis. 
When the organ is played so as mere- 
ly to accompany the voice, and sustain 
it from sinking, (to which it naturally 





ment? In chants we feel no want of longer 
interludes ; why should we in metre sing- 
ing? Ed. C, J. 
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inclines), it has fully performed its le- 
gitimate office, and more than this 
should never be attempted. 


Society for the Promotion of the 
Gospel. 
(From the Christian Guardian, for April, 1820.) 

On Friday, Feb. 18, according to 
annual custom, this Society held its 
anniversary at Bow Church; and for 
this purpose met in committee at the 
Vestry-Room, at half past 11 o’clock; 
when his Grace the President took the 
chair. The Archbishop of York; the 
Bishops of London, Exeter, Salisbury, 
Carlisle, Chester, Oxford, and Lan- 
daff; the Archdeacons of London, 
Middlesex, and St. Alban’s, together 
with many other members, both cler 
and laity, formed the Board on this 
occasion. At 12 o’clock the Lord 
Mayor arrived in state, attended by 
My. Sheriff Rothwell, and several of 
the Aldermen; when business was 
suspended for the purpose of attend- 
ing divine service in the church. 

The sermon was preached by the 
Lord Bishop of Oxford, from 1 Thess. 
iii. 11. The Right Rev. Prelate com- 
menced his discourse by adverting to 
the opposition which St. Paul had to 
encounter in the propagation of the 
Gospel, not merely from the heathen, 
but especially from the Jews, whose 
furious insurrection against him, when 
he first came to Thessalonica, as re- 
lated in the Acts, could not fail of re- 
curring to his recollection when he 
was entertaining thoughts of revisit- 
ing that city, and forcing from him 
the impressive supplication in the text 
for aid from above, to direct and sup- 
port him in the execution of his pur- 
pose. The Bishop then proceeded to 
show, by a critical investigation of the 
original word, chiefly significant in 
the passage, and by an — to the 
context, that it was not for his per- 
sonal safety that the Apostle made so 
powerful and importunate an appeal 
(which in that view of it would be out 
of all proportion to the object of the 
petition); but for the success of the 

eat work which was to carry him to 

hessalonica, “ the perfecting that 
which was yet lacking in their faith,” 
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the “stablishing their hearts unblame- 
able in holiness before God.” 
Having thus set forth the apposite- 
ness of the text to the solemnity, the 
Bishop further adapted it to his pur- 
pose, by remarking, that it might be 
considered either as a prayer to God 
our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the success of his evangelizing la- 
bours, or as setting forth the means 
by which these labours were to be- 
come effectual, viz. by the concurrent 
operation of the several divine 
in the adorable Trinity; and by the 
subordinate fidelity of the minist 
commissioned by Jesus Christ to di 
fuse through the world those funda- 
mental principles of life and godliness. 
By a reference to St. Paul’s Epistle, 
the Bishop showed, that this was that 
great Apostle’s uniform course in pro- 
pagating the Gospel: that he abstain- 
ed most scrupulously from ali matter 
of doubtful disputation, and all ques- 
tions tending to engender strife, and 
bent the whole energy of his powerful 
mind to the rooting and grounding all 
who attended to his preaching, or to 
whom he had cccasion to address him- 
self by letter, in the great mystery of 
godliness above specified; and in de- 
riving the whole code of Christian 
morals from the relations thus in mer- 
cy created between God and man, for 
the perfecting the great work of man’s 
redemption. The Bishop then direct- 
ed the attention of his audience to our 
formularies of faith and worship; and 
demonstrated, by a very interesting 
induction of particulars, the clear ad- 
herence of the Church of England to 
the apostolic model, in her well digest- 
ed and perspicuous system of Christian 
instruction; and upon this ground 
advocated her superior claim to be 
charged with the dispensing abroad, 
among heathen nations, those glad 
tidings which she has so faithfully and 
energetically inculcated upon her own 
children at home; concluding a well 
considered and very interesting dis- 
course with an exhortation to his hear- 
ers, to continue steadfast, and to 
abound in this work of the Lord, in 
full assurance, that, if prosecuted with 
discretion and assiduity, it would not 
be in vain in the Lord. 
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The Lord Mayor and his suite hav- 
ing retired, the Board resumed their 
deliberations; and amongst other im- 
portant matters which came under its 
consideration, was the extension of its 
concern to the black population of the 
Cape. Upon this subject the Bishop 
of London made a communication, 
that having ascertained from the se- 
nior chaplain of that settlement, that 
the stationing one Missionary at Cape 
Town, for this very degraded portion 
of its inhabitants, promised to be pro- 
ductive of the best effects; he had 
opened the matter to his Majesty’s 
ministers, and found them disposed to 
give support to the measure, to the 
same extent that they are accustomed 
to meet the endeavours of the Society 
in the cause of the Ameriean colonies. 
Upon this statement the Board imme- 
diately resolved upon the adoption of 
the measure, and upon making them- 
selves responsible for 200/. per an- 
num, to be added to the government 
allowance of 100/. that they might 
thus form an income for the intended 
Missionary sufficient for his mainte- 
nance in comfort and respectability. 
It was also resolved to address his 
Majesty on his accession, pursuant to 
ancient custom; and a committee hav- 
ing been appointed to prepare the ad- 
dress, and other routine business be- 
ing gone through, the meeting broke 
up, and their Lordships, the Bishops, 
proceeded to the Mansion-house to 
dinner. 

—_—V—==—S—_——= 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 
or the leopard his spots? Jeremiah. 


Protestants very properly reject 
the notion of Popish miracles, and 
smile when they are gravely informed, 
that the public pictures, in Rome and 
other cities of Italy, opened their eyes 
upon the invasion of that country by 
the French, in the year 1796. Even 
pious frauds, although once thought 
to be admissible for the advancement 
of the truth, now find few advocates 
when they appear under their proper 
name. It is true, that almost all new 
sects that arise would claim some su- 
pernatural interference, as favouring 


their system, and proving their dog- 
mas; yet happily their claims are 
short lived, and the effects limited to 
a small circle of devotees. But is it 
certain that these impositions have no 
substitute, more covered indeed, but 
not the less designing and artful, and 
more pernicious, because more diffi- 
cult to be detected, wearing the sem- 
biance of scripture interpretation? 

In few words, do we not discover, 
that when men have a favourite theory, 
whether true or false, to support, they, 
either through design or inattention, 
make use of any argument that may 
seem to make for their cause? Rome 
has elevated the Apocrypha to the rank 
of inspired canonical scripture, and 
declared the Latin vulgate of equal 
authority with the original, that there- 
by she might establish her notions of 
purgatory, penance, and image wor- 
ship, by quoting the revered authority 
of scripture. We also find some Pro- 
testant sects quoting our English 
translation, and even making verbal 
criticisms upon it, as if with full assu- 
rance of its being infallibly correct. 
These criticisins are often made on 
subjects the most intricate, and where 
error would often be attended by in- 
calculable injury to sound morality 
and theology. I might instance the 
case of the Universalists, many of 
whom build much of their theory of 
universal resturation upon a supposed 
difference between the English words 
everlasting and eternal. It is true, a 
biblical scholar will never he deceived 
by these attempts; but unfortunately 
many a well disposed person, who has 
been accustomed to reverence what- 
ever is quoted from the Bible, will too 
often at least be confused by such a 
display of critical learning. I might 
also instance the use which the Calvin- 
ists make of the words, election, pre- 
destination, evil, purpose, grace, and 
others, and the stress which they lay 
upon them, in attempting to prove 
their notions of sovereign grace and 
decrees. In both which cases we find, 
upon close examination, that analogy 
of language is frequently made the 
ground of argument, rather than the 
true intent of the sacred writers. 

I have been led to these remarks by 
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often observing the interrogation of 
Jeremiah, with which I have headed 
this piece, quoted to prove the doc- 
trine of total depravity. Whether that 
be the doctrine of the scriptures or 
not, is not my present intention to in- 
vestigate. That man is corrupted by 
nature is granted, and has always been 
believed by the Catholicchurch. To 
what extent he is corrupted, would, 
perhaps, be a thing more difficult to 
be determined. But by no rules of cri- 
ticism, nor by any interpretation of 
the context, can these words of the 
Prophet be made to teach the doctrine 
of original sin, either dotal or partial. 
That the doctrine of original sin can 
be maintained from other parts of 
scripture is undeniably true, but not 
from this. Much less can the notion 
of total depravity be proved by it. 

1. The expression, * Can the Ethi- 
opian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots? then may ye learn to do 
well who have been accustomed to do 
evil;” is an hyperbolical expression, 
in which more is said than is literally 
meant, and it must be understood in 
the same manner that we understand 
other figurative assertions, by the dic- 
tates of common sense, and the com- 
mon usages of language. But if the 
words are to be taken literally, then 
the parallel must be run close, and we 
may rest assured, that if we cannot 
learn to do well until the Ethiopian 
shall change his dark looks for white, 
and the leopard his spots for uniformi- 
ty of colour, not even sovereign grace, 
technically so called, can reform us. 
But if we reduce the figure down to 
its true meaning, which 1s to show the 
extreme difficulty of reformation in 
such as have been long habituated to 
sin, the terms of the expression then 
imply ability to reform, and thus re- 
ject the notion of total depravity; be- 
cause total depravity must be attended 
by total inability. 

2. The Prophet’s interrogation and 
assertion concern the nation of Judah. 
This is plain from the context. Ori- 
ginai sin and total depravity by nature 
cannot be ascribed to a nation as such; 
for a nation can be called to account 
only for national sins, which must be 
actual sins and not original. Original 
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corruption will incline the individuals 
of a nation to sin; but when a nation 
is punished, as Judah was, for correc- 
tion, it must be for actual sins, and 
not original. Hence Judah is always 
represented as deserving punishment 
for its idolatry. 

3. Inveterate habits of sin are 
charged against individuals being the 
constituent parts of the nation. This 
is plain from the assertion, “ then 
may ye learn to do well who have been 
accustomed to do evil.” Upon this 
inveteracy of habit is founded the very 
appropriate hyperbole in the question 
of the Prophet, “ Can the Ethiopian,” 
&c. which is an appeal to the common 
sense of every faithful observer of hu- 
man practice. Whv has not observed 
the extreme difficulty with which con- 
firmed sins are relinquished—a task 
bordering on impossibility? And who 
that has seen this will deny the justness 
of the Prophet’s interrogation, or the 
propriety of applying such strong lan- 
guage to actual trangressions? Or ra- 
ther, who does not perceive that the 

ertinency of the question, and the 
justness of the writer’s conclusion, are 
in a measure lost, if the verse be ap- 
plied to the sinful state of man by na- 
ture rather than voluntary and habi- 
tual practice ? 

In concluding, we must remark, that 
every truth must stand upon its own 
proper proof, and if collateral evidence 
be introduced, it must plainly be such 
as is pertinent. When we attempt to 
upholdtruth witha feeble hand, we are 
unprofitable auxiliaries; but when we 
adduce false proofs, detection is sure 
to counteract the best intentions, and 
implant jealousy in the room of de- 
stroyed confidence. ‘The sceptic is 
confirmed in his doubts, and the infi- 
del in his hardness. Our sincerity is 
doubted, and the truths which we 
would advocate are deemed as resting 
on asandy foundation. Better, then, 
that the most sacred truths, even of 
religion, should be permitted, unsup- 
ported, to rest upon bare assertion, 
than run the hazzard of contempt and 
total rejection, through the misapplied 
zeal of imprudent friends. 
| A Country Curate. | 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL, 


The Question considered, whether the 
Light of Nature be sufficient to lead 
man to true happiness. 


In the investigation of a question 
which involves nothing less than the 
happiness of mankind, we should not 
suffer prejudice or habit, in the least, 
to influence our decisions. Such a 
procedure tends to exclude just and 
unbiassed reasoning. Truth requires 
no foreign aid; she wishes not, she 
despises artifice. To be admired and 
received, she wants only to be seen. 
Under these impressions, I shali pro- 
ceed to consider the negative of the 
question. 

Betore we enter upon the subject, 
it may not be improper to premise, 

ist. That any rule or guide intend- 
ed to lead us to happiness, must ac- 
quaini us with ourselves. 

2diy. 4t must acquaint us with the 
sources of our happiness. 

3dly. 1t must prescribe the same 
general principles respecting the 
means of attaining this happiness. 

To discuss this question with some 
degree of accuracy, let us define the 
LAW and Ligur of NATURE. 

The Law of nature is that consti- 
tution by which God has established 
certain connexions between him and 
his creatures. 

The ticut of nature is that know- 
ledge of the law of nature which men 
actually possess. 

It is not denied, that the light of 
nature was sufficient to lead man to 
happiness in his primeval state; be- 
cause his knowledge of the law of na- 
ture, or the law of God, was perfect ; 
as was his ability to keep that law. 
But now, since his nature is corrupt- 
ed, and, of course, his state changed, 
the case is quite different. That he 
is fallen and corrupted, may be easily 
proved. 

It will not be denied that God is 
absolutely perfect, and that man is 
perfect only in proportion as he ap- 
proximates the divine image. 

It will not be denied that God cre- 
eted man. 

It will not be denied, that God can- 
not implant any principle contrary to 


his own nature; for that would be an 
imperfection. 

But we find, that in man, there are 
many principles contrary to the divine 
nature and commands. Consequently, 
man isin a state different from that 
in which he was created, or is fallen, 
oris corrupted. ‘Therefore, as man’s 
corruption has weakened the faculties 
of his soul, the assertion can by no 
means be granted, that the light of 
nature is sufficient to discover to him 
his true happiness. 

If the assertion were made in a 
regular syllogism, it would stand 
thus: God created man in a perfect 
state, and endued him with faculties 
calculated and sufficient to answer a 
certainend. But this state is altered; 
the connexions between God and man 
are different; and his faculties have 
lost their original power. Therefore, 
this same end can be answered by the 


or 





same means. A conclusion which | 


carries its absurdity on its face. 
From the corruption then of man’s 
nature, and the errors to which he is 
thereby exposed, a strong argument 
may be adduced to prove the necessity 


of a divine revelation, and of the be- | 


lief that itis divine. For, even upon 
the supposition that some happy ge- 
nius should discover the true path to 
felicity; what mortal could have suf- 
ficient authority to restrain the wicked 
wills of his fellow men? Had he no 
evidence to prove an heavenly com- 
mission, would not mankind naturally 
argue thus :-— You are a frail man 
as well as we ; your reason is corrupt- 
ed as well as our’s ; how then are we 
to know that you are right, and our- 
selves wrong?” It is to no purpose to 
say that the rationality, consistency, 
purity, or usefulness of his doctrines, 
would force the consent and obedience 
of mankind. For universal experi- 
ence has shown, that mere human in- 
junctions, when opposed to the cor- 


ruptions of men, are no more than a | 


feather before the whirlwind. 


The insufficiency of the light of 


nature will appear, if we consider 
that it can neither inform us what we 





are; why we are; nor what we should © 
be 


These points are fully proved by 
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the great absurdities into which even 
the wisest of the heathen philosophers 
have fallen. One contemplated only 
man’s more dignified part, the soul ; 
another considered nothing but his 
body. ‘Erect your head, O man, and 
view your fellows the gods,” was the 
language one. “ Vile reptiles,” cried 
his opponent, “ cast your eyes to the 
ground, and see your equals in the 
brutes.” The former opinion flatter- 
ed the vanity of human nature, and 
placed it in the highest seat to which 
pride could aspire. The latter tend- 
ed to sink man into the lowest abyss 
of despair; and both were equally 
distantfrom the truth. That philoso- 
pher taught, that rational creatures 
had nothing to do with sensual plea- 
sures; this, declared sense to be their 
only proper element. In this distrac- 
tion of doctrines, how shall the in- 
quiring mind proceed? Every philo- 
sopher strenuously contended that his 
system was the true one; and every 
system was replete with insurmounta- 
ble difficulties. What conclusion natu- 
rally results from these reflections? 
It is, that though the Law of NATURE 
be sufficient in itse/f to lead to happi- 
ness ; yet the knowledge of that law 
is extremely imperfect; and that the 
LicuT of NATURE does not point out to 
all the same means of attaining hap- 
piness. 

The light of nature allowed men to 
entertain the most gross and unwor- 
thy ideas of God: nay, the most atro- 
cious acts of impurity have been pal- 
liated by pleading the examples of 
the gods. It does not appear that men 
in a state of nature, have any ade- 
quate ideas of the holiness of God. 
Consequently, their notions of sin 
were derived more from particular 
customs and institutions than from the 
nature of things. Hence, what was es- 
teemed entirely innocent in one place, 
was highly reprobated in another. 

Although some few of the heathen 
philosophers, in whom reason was 
wrought up to its highest pitch, had 
Clearer discoveries of moral depravi- 
ty; yet none of them could point out 
a method of reconciliation to their 
God. Not ail their voluminous writ- 
ings could show the forgiveness of one 
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sin. Here is the “ ne plus ultra” of 
human wisdom. Here is a vail im- 
penetrable to human sagacity. The 
universal consent of mankind in the 
use of expiatory sacrifices, cannot be 
admitted as a proof of their knowledge 
of any method of atonement derived 
from the light of nature. This cuse 
tom was undoubtedly of Divine institu- 
tion, and was commanded by revela- 
tion. It was committed by Noah to his 
posterity ; who, though they forgat the 
meaning of sacrifives, still continued to 
use the form. Let any one tell, if he 
can, what principle of nature informs 
us, that an angry God may be appeas- 
ed by the blood of hecatombs. Cer- 
tainly there is no such principle. And 
the use of sacrifices, abstracted from 
the view of the great propitiation ty- 
pified by them, is nought but a fruit- 
less ceremony. It, indeed, proves man 
to have, by the light of nature, a sense 
of guilt; but it proves no more. Nor 
can repentance, as some allege, be 
proved by the light of nature to be a 
means of taking awaysin. This, how- 
ever, is insisted upon as very reason- 
able, by those who advocate the affir- 
mative; who endeavour to support 
their opinion with arguments drawn 
from the mercy of God. They have, 
indeed, arrived at no small degree of 
assurance, to pilfer some unconnected 
scraps from revelation, and then at- 
tempt to palm them upon the world as 
the discoveries of reason. The ques- 
tion may again be put—What princi- 
ple of nature gives us reason to be- 
lieve that penitence for transgression 
will be accepted by an infinitely per- 
fect God, as a proper satisfaction to 
the majesty of his violated law? The 
opinions of ancient philosophers can 
have but little weight; for we are able 
fully to account for all the knowledge 
which they had, upon more solid 
grounds than the light of nature. So- 
lomon lived 1020 years before Christ. 
He had an intimate acquaintance with 
Hiram, king of Tyre, which was the 
emporium of commerce to the then 
known world. By this channel, then, 
we may rationally conclude that much 
knowledge was circulated through the 
world, as many books of the Old Tes- 
tament were then written, and the 
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principal heathen philosophers did not 
flourish till five or six hundred years 
after. The authority of those who 
came after Christ is still less forcible; 
because, the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment was then completed and trans- 
lated, and the doctrines of the Re- 
deemer were dispersed with his Apos- 
tles throughout the earth. 

Some, indeed, are bold enough to 
deny the necessity of an atonement 
for sin. The fallacy of this supposi- 
tion is clearly set forth by this plain 
dictate of reason, that satisfaction 
should always be made to the injured 
party ; and this principle has been re- 
cognized by the whole world. To 
avoid the force of this argument, it is 
replied, “ that the Deity does not need 
satisfaction.” ‘True; the offering of 
an atonement or satisfaction cannot 
increase nor diminish his glory or hap- 
piness. But does the light of nature 
teach us that God will suffer the gross. 
est insults upon his honour, and abuses 
of his love, to pass unnoticed and un- 
punished? No; this pretence must 
be considered as the invention of those 
who are capable of discovering every 
thing but truth. 

It deserves the serious considera- 
tion of the advocates of the light of 
nature, that notwithstanding their pro- 
fessed veneration for the Most Hiea, 
their principles detract much from 
the glory of God. For if man, as has 
been proved, is in a state of alienation 
from his Creator, his recovery by a 
method proposed in a special revela- 
tion, greatly exalts the glory of God, 
and is a signal demonstration of his 
tenderness, mercy, and love. Where- 
as, if the light of nature be sufficient 
to lead men to true happiness, God 
loses all the glory of their salvation, 
and they will not be indebted to him 
for their recovery. 

WERTER. 

New-Y ork, April 13th, 1820. 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Observations on the principal Days 
in June, 1820. 
Sunpay, the Lith. 
St. Barnabas, the Apostle. 
Tuis saint, though dignified with 
the title of Apostle, was not one of 


the twelve; but is supposed to have 
been one of the seventy. 

The first mention we have of him 
in scripture refers to his having acced- 
ed to the measure adopted by the early 
Christians, of having all their goods 
in common, by the sale of his lands, 
and placing the proceeds at the dispo- 
sal of the apostolic college.* 

This measure is not to be regarded 
as one of Christian obligation; but 
merely one of mutual agreement, to 
which none were bound who did not 
voluntarily assent to it. This is the 
evident meaning of St. Peter’s remon- 
strance with Ananias, Actsv. 4. The 
Apostle clearly pronounces that his 
guilt consisted, not in the withholding 
of a part of the value of his estate 
from the common stock—for he ac- 
knowledges it to have been his own, 
and entirely in his own power—but in 
pretending that he had given all, when 
he had kept back a part. 

From this pious devotion of their 
substance to the common good, how- 
ever, although an act not necessarily 
binding on the first Christians, nor, 
consequently, on their successors, we 
should learn a lesson. The spirit 
which dictated it is that spirit of love 
to God, and of regard for the welfare 
of our fellow members of the body of 
Christ, which should lead all who pro- 
fess the Christian name, to devote a 
generous portion of their worldly sub- 
stance to works of piety and charity. 
This done in the spirit of evangelical 
faith, will sanctify that substance, and 
be a mean, we should not doubt, of 
drawing down upon it and its possess- 
or, the blessing of heaven. 

The original name of this saint was 
Joses or Joseph. The surname, Bar- 
nabas, was given him by the Apostles, 
It signifies the Son of Consolation. 

When St. Paul, soon after his con- 
version, made an effort to connect 
himself with the Apostles, but found 
great difficulty, on account of his re- 
cent opposition to the Christian faith, 
and their fears lest his conversion was 
not as thorough as they ought to re- 
quire, the saint of this day had the 
honour of procuring for him admission 





* Acts iv, 36, 37. 
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into their society, and succeeded in 
dissipating their fears by a full rehear- 
sal of the circumstances of his con- 
version, and a declaration of the fide- 
lity with which he had immediately en- 
gaged in preaching the Lord Jesus.* 

Upon the reception of the Gospel 
at Antioch, that place was assigned to 
St. Barnabas, as the particular scene 
of hislabours. His ministry here was 
attended with great success. During 
the last year of it St. Paul was asso- 
ciated with him. The flock, nurtured 
and increased through their exertions, 
entitled itself to the distinguished ho- 
nour of first assuming that name of un- 
rivalled excellence, of momentous im- 
port, and imposing such weighty obli- 
gations—the name of Curistians.t 
Let our celebration of the memory of 
the man who was thus instrumental in 
giving their appropriate designation 
to the followers of Christ, suggest se- 
rious reflection on the immense im- 
portance of acting worthy of so high 
a title, and on the awful guilt and 
danger of disgracing it by unfaithful- 
ness to the responsibility it involves. 
How heavy will be the indignation of 
our Judge upon those who name his 
name, and yet dishonour his religion! 

From this time, we find our Apostle 
a constant companion of St. Paul in 
a long series of journeyings, labours, 
and persecutions. 

Their union was severed by a cir- 
cumstance which requires a moment’s 
consideration. It was a difference of 
opinion as to the propriety of taking 
St. Mark as their companion ona new 
visitation of the Churches in which 
they had ministered. It amounted to 
a “sharp contenticn,” in consequence 
of which “ they departed asunder, one 
from the other.”¢ 

The first remark that here suggests 
itself, is the impartiality of the histo- 
rian. Had it been his object to im- 
~ a false religion upon the world, 

e surely would have concealed an 
event so calculated to produce impres- 
sions unfavourable to two of the most 
prominent advocates of that religion, 
and apparently so inconsistent with 
the character he had before given of 
* Acts ix. 26,27. _ } Acts xi. 22—26, 


+Acts xy. 36—39. 
VoL. IV. 
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one of them, that “he was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost, and 
of faith.’”* 

We may next remark, that the 
highest spiritual attainments in this 
world, and even miraculous endow- 
ments, do not place their possessors 
entirely beyond the influence of the 
frailty of our nature. It is certain 
that one or other of these Apostles 
must have been wrong. Not impro- 
bably, both were deficient in a con- 
eiliating temper, which might have 
prevented the sharp contention that 
issued in their separation.—Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall. In his coveting earnestly 
of the best gifts, his prayers and en- 
deavours for the attainment of Chris- 
tian perfection, let him not remit his 
constant jealous watchfulness against 
the first risings in his heart of those 
unhallowed tempers, which, however 
small and unimportant they may at 
first appear, will hardly fail, if not 
checked, to involve him in incon- 
sistencies, and even transgressions, 
that will greatly mar the purity and 
holiness of the Christian character. 

We should, also, admire the sove- 
reign wise control of Providence, 
which, by means of the separation 
produced by the contention of these 
Apostles, and the taking with each of 
a companion, instead of the proposed 
union of but one with both, overruled 
the event tothe more extensive spread- 
ing of the Gospel which they preach- 
ed 


This is an instance of the making 
of “the wrath of man” to “ praise” 
the Lord,t and of his bringing of good 
out of evil. But this exercise of 
almighty control diminishes not the | 
sinfulness of the indulgence of wrath 
on the part of mau; nor detracts in 
the least from the sinfulness of the 
precept, “ Let us do evil that good 
may come.”t. However God may be 
pleased to make use of evil for good 
purpoges, it were impious to suppose 
that he therefore causes it, or that, 
without it, he could not as well effect 
his benevolent designs. 





* Acts xi. 24. { Ps. Ixxvi. 10, 
+ Rom. iii, 8. 
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The differences that exist among 
professing Christians in their religious 
views and practices, by the discussion 
and emulation thence arising, are the 
source of some good. And yet, if it 
were even true that this counterba- 
lances the evil thus also produced, in 
the consequent substitution for pri- 
mitive purity, humility, and harmony, 
of pride, and strife, and vainglory, 
there is in the thing itself such con- 
trariety to the Gospel precepts of 
unity and love, to the Saviour’s 
prayers that all his followers might be 
one, and to the obvious design of 
revelation, that the Catholic Church 
should be united by the bond of faith, 
ministry, and worship,—that every 
Sood man should lament the existing 

issentions, and do what in him lies 
to be an humble instrument in their 
removal. ‘Thus there will, indeed, be 
) eseng religious controversy. This, 

owever, conducted in the Christian 
temper, and in ways according with the 
purity and holiness of the Gospel, is not 
wrong, but is a necessary part of the 
fundamental duty of “striving toge- 
ther for the faith of the Gospel,’’* and 
“earnestly contending for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints.”+ With the glory of God, and 
the good of men for its object, and ac- 
companied with charitable construc- 
tion of the views and motives of others, 
and full disposition to give the credit 
for sincerity which we would claim, 
and with prayers for the divine di- 
rection and blessing,—we may hum- 
bly hope that it will be an important 
means of the elucidation of truth, and 
of the ultimate promotion of that ge- 
nuine evangelical unity which consti- 
tuted the glory of the Church in its 
first and purest days. 

Especially, in remembering the 
Apostle this day celebrated, we should 
pray and strive to share that best and 
most honourable of characters which 
the sacred historian attributes to him 
— He was a good man, and full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith.”{ Our 
ideas of this character should be con- 
formable to the description here given 
of it, by embracing the necessity of its 


* Phil. i. 27. ft St. Jude 3. 
+ Acts xi, 24. 





being the work of the Holy Ghost 
upon our hearts and lives, and of ite 
having faith for its fundamental and 
ruling principle. Careful study, there- 
fore, and conscientious reception of 
the doctrines of the Gospel, devout 
and diligent use of the means appoint- 
ed for the conveyance of the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, and its faithful im- 
provement to the proper direction of 
our moral agency, are the efforts we 
should make for the attainment of this 
character. ‘Through the divine bles- 
sing, we shall find them successful, 
and experience, here, comfort and joy 
which the world can neither give nor 
take away, and hereafter, that blessed 
immortality to which the influences 
of the Holy Ghost to the producing of 
a true and living faith, are the only 
passport. 
Satvurpay, the 24th. 

The Nativity of St, John the Baptist. 

The saint whose birth we this day 
celebrate, was declared by our Saviour 
to have been the greatest of the pro- 
eae And truly it was a signal 

onour to have been brought into the 
world out of the ordinary course of 
nature, and sent from God to an- 
nounce the immediate coming of the 
great Messiah. This was the case 
with St. John the Baptist ; and in the 
exercise of the ministry he came to 
execute, he displayed a firm and. un- 
daunted perseverance, deserving the 
imitation of all who are vested with 
a divine commission. No species of 
crime escaped kis censure. - No sta- 
tion screened the offender. Possess- 
ing a mission which placed him on 
ground higher than that occupied by 
any to whom he was sent, he main- 
tained a holy boldness and resolution 
which any one honoured with a like 
message should be ashamed to ex- 
change for fear of the face of man, or 
courting the favour of sinners. 

The means he prescribed for ren- 
dering men meet to be the followers 
of Messiah, are the same which, with 
all earnestness, should be insisted on 
by all the ministers and stewards of 
Christ’s nysteries, who are to prepare 
and make ready his way in the hearts 

* St. Matt. xi. 11. 
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ef men—repentance and fruits meet 
for tt; repentance whereby they la- 
ment and forsake their sins, and the 
faith and renewal of heart and life 
which are its proper fruits. On these 
the minister of Christ should insist 
with an earnestness proportioned to 
their indispensible and everlasting im- 
portance; and to be possessed of them 
should engage the solicitude, the pray- 
ers, and the exertions of Christians, 
with an assiduity and anxiety demand- 
ed by the infinitely momentous truth, 
that without them they cannot be in 
Christ, nor Christ in them. : 

In the cultivation of the evangeli- 
cal character here contemplated, the 
Christian will learn an important les- 
son from the example of Christ, who, 
though he possessed the Spirit with- 
out measure, showed his approval of 
the positive institutions of religion by 
desiring that baptism which was ad- 
ministered by St. John; and when 
the holy Baptist professed his surprise 
that ne should seek it, urged it as a 
proper evidence of his wish“ to fulfil 
all righteousness.”* Let his professed 
followers think of this, when disposed 
to decry the ordinances of religion, or 
to think that they may be equally 
good withont their ebservance. 


Tavrspay, the 29th. 
St. Peter, the Apestle. 


Particularly to consider the leading 
events in this Apostle’s life would be 
to comment upon the greater part of 
the New Testament history. ‘They 
are probably familiar to the reader. 
They illustrate leading traits of cha- 
racter, which, in their different re- 
sults, as sanctified and as uninfluenced 
by divine grace, may be the subject 
of one or two profitable reflections. 

The traits to which reference is 
now made are at once discovered by 
the reader to be great warmth of zeal, 
and an impatient desire to gratify its 
dictates. 

Such a character, as it is influenced 
by divine grace, or the reverse, gene- 
rally leads either to unusual departure 
from right, or to extraordinary excel- 
lence. These extremes appeared at 


* St. Matt. iii. 15. 
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different times, in the conduct of our 
Apostle. When his religion main- 
tained its proper centrol, he was 
among the most zealous and devoted 
of his Lord’s disciples, the readiest to 
do his will, the most eager te vindi- 
cate lis character. When he forgat 
his sacred obligations, and set aside 
consistency of religious character, his 
zeal amounted to fury, and in his fear 
of exposure to injury in his Master’s 
cause, he was hurried into most guilty 
abjuration ef it. 

There is no temper that should be 
more jealously watched than a warm 
and ardent one. It presents incessant 
temptation to violate the meekness 
and kindness of the Gespel spirit. But 
properly directed, and made subservi- 
ent te the controling influence of di- 
vine grace, it imparts that cealous and 
devoted character which befits a cause 
so holy and so important as religion. 
For this let the Christian strive and 
pray. Let him remember that if ill 
directed and ill governed zeal in re- 
ligion is a fault, so is apathy and in- 
sensibility. What—if not God and 
eternity—should excite our zeal, and 
rouse usinto vigorous exertion? 








A Letter from a young Lady to her 
Brother. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 

As Iam favoured with an opportu- 
nity of being alone this morning, which 
does not frequently oceur, I feel it a 
duty incumbent on me to devote a 
portion of the time in writing on a sub- 
ject in which we are both deeply in- 
terested. ‘The distance which sepa- 
rates us precludes much personal in- 
tercourse; I feel it, therefore, a duty 
that presses more upon my mind on 
this account; and it would be an un- 
pardonable neglect on my part were I 
not to obey its impulse. 

The awful end of poor M. has 
made, I trust, a lasting i ap on 
my mind. O that we may be led from 
it seriously to examine whether we 
are upon a rock higher than ourselves. 
Vain is our hope of eternal happiness, 
if we are not on the right foundation; 
“ for other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
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You have no doubt been informed that 
a few days previous to his death I 
spoke to him respecting his state as a 
sinner in the sight of a holy God, and 
endeavoured (as far as the Lord ena- 
bled me) to impress upon his mind, 
that in our own righteousness wecould 
not stand justified before him. His 
views on the subject were dark, and 
{ could easily find that he wished to 
get rid of it altogether. I shunned 
not, however, to declare unto him the 
whole counsel of God. My object was 
not to alarm, without pointing him to 
the remedy. “ Him that cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out,” says 
our blessed Saviour; and. the thief 
upon the cross is an encouraging 
proof, 

That while the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return. 

But I am also fully assured by the 
word of God, that unless we repent 
(even if it be at the eleventh hour) 
we can in no wise enter heaven. He 
seemed not to see or feel the necessity 
of either. He was, alas! but toc com- 
fortable in the prospect of death. Let 
us beware of trusting to a death-bed 
repentance. It may come too late. 
Death will overtake us sooner or la- 
ter; but repentance may then be far 
from us. The Almighty says, his 
Spirit shall not always strive with 
man. 

I hope, however, you will not infer 
from what I have said respecting Mr. 
M. that his case was so desperate as 
to be out of the reach of divine mer- 
cy- Ah, no! God is able and willing 
to save to the uttermost. He can, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
change the heart, and fit it for his 
heavenly kingdom; and although the 
change was hid from our view, this 
might have been effected. Beyond 
this state we do not follow him; but 
I am assured he is now convinced 
whether his own views or mine were 
right. During our conversation, he 
remarked, that ] was infatuated with 
religion: it was with me a never end- 
ing subject. I then said, If we have 
any hope of going to heaven, it is a 
subject we shall celebrate with the 
holy angels throughout a never end- 
ing eternity. And surely redemption 


through a crucified Jesus, is a theme 
always acceptable to those who feel 
their need of such a Saviour. 

It may be necessary, my dear bro- 
ther, to add, that, so far from saying 
too much on this subject, I have in- 
deed to reproach myself for saying too 
little. I do not, I fear, sufficiently 
declare to my fellow-sinners what the 
Lord has done for my soul. He has 
led me, a poor blind creature, by a 
way that I knew not, and has set my 
feet upon a rock which cannot be mov-. 
ed. I esteem it no small mercy that 
he did not cut me off years back as a 
cumberer of the ground; and I ac- 
count the long suffering of God salva- 
tion. Ihave not been without afilic- 
tion, but it has pleased the Lord to 
overrule this for my good; and I can 
truly say, that, whilst trials have in- 
creased, my consolation in Christ Je- 
sus has abounded still more. I have 
found him indeed a friend, that sticketh 
closer than a brother. He has said 
he will never leave nor forsake those 
who put their trust in him ; and can 
prove, by happy experience, that he 
can make crooked things straight and 
the rough places plain. 

But although, through the good- 
ness of God, I have found joy and 
peace in believing, and am enabled 
in general to go on my way rejoicing, 
yet there are seasons when my soul 
truly cleaveth to the dust. Outward 
trials have never caused me so much 
misery as my own inbred corruption ; 
and I have felt the truth of that awful 
declaration, “ All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” It 
is the grace of God alone which can 
subdue our natural corruption; and 
even in a state of grace we carry with 
us a body of sin and death. St. Paul 
experienced the truth of this, and many 
other eminent Christians also. Does 
not this exclude boasting? We can 
glory in nothing except the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, “ that Christ came into the 
world to save sinners,” and, J would 
especially add, of whom I am chief. 

O my dear brother, I trust this lan- 
guage is not altogether unintelligible 
to you: if itis, pray that the Holy 
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Spirit may teach you the things which 
belong to your everlasting peace. 
Delay not to come to Christ while it 
is called to-day. Behold, now is the 
accepted time. He is waiting to re- 
ceive you with open arms—He stands 
at the door, and knocks—He is an 
all-sufficient Saviour, and his blood 
cleanseth from all sin. You have 
found the world unkind, friends un- 
kind and changeable ; but Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever—He changeth not. Cast then 
your soul wholly on him; be faithful 
unto death; and you will find, when 
the awful hour arrives, that he will 
receive you to his eternal rest. May 
this be the happy experience of each 
of us, is the fervent prayer of your 
truly affectionate sister, 

Christian Guardian. | ANNA. 
Protestant Churches in France. 
(From Helen Maria Williams’s Letters on 
France. Published in 1819.) 

Ir we turn our eyes towards the 
provinces, we see, in all the great 
towns of France, the Protestant 
Churches liberally supported ; and in 
small towns, and villages hitherto 
without places of public worship, 
churches are building by private sub- 
scription. At Landouzy, in the de- 
partment of L’Aisne, the Protestants 
erected a new church in 1818. Such 
was their desire to see this edifice 
arise, that, having assembled together 
at Easter, every one spontaneously 
took part in the labour of bringing the 
materials for building to the spot 
which they had marked. A few 
months after a solemn dedication of 
the church took place, amidst a crowd 
of Catholics, as well as Protestants, 
and the ceremony terminated by a ge- 
neral fete. At Orthes, the same zeal 
has lately been displayed in the con- 
struction of one of the finest churches 
in France, where two thousand per- 
sons can be placed. At Baigt,a vil- 
lage in the vicinity of Orthes, one 
rich individual paid two-thirds of the 
expense of buildingatemple. ‘Three 
new churches are erecting in the de- 
partment of the Gard, the scene of 
Protestant ealamity. At Usez, a 
town of about four thousand inhabit- 


ants, two thousand of whom are Pro- 
testants—Usez, where horrors took 
place that belong to history—more 
than one thousand Protestants receiv- 
ed the communion at Easter, in 1818. 
In the small village of Osse, but six 
leagues distant from Spain and the 
inquisition, we find a congregation of 
Protestants, composed almost entirely 
of shepherds, who pass six months of 
the year amidst the snow of the Py- 
rennees. This pastoral village re- 
ceives an annual visit from the minis- 
ter of the nearest consistory, which is 
fifteen leagues distant; and for this 
visit they wait with eager expectation, 
Their rustic temple was overthrown 
at the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, and they erected another, in 
1805, with their own hands, where 
one of the elders performs public wor- 
ship every Sunday ; but they are now 
soliciting for a pastor, which they will 
probably obtain. 

At Avignon, so long under popish 
dominion, and which the Pope, per- 
haps, fancies is still his own, we find 
a Protestant congregation. Should 
Avignon ever be restored to his Holi- 
ness, he will, no doubt, be surprised to 
see that the heretical production of a 


Protestant Church had sprung up dur- 


ing the.interregnum of his authority. 
The visit of a minister to the 
small congregations of the South, 
which surround the  consistorial 
churches, is hailed with universal joys 
The minister alights at the house of 
one of the principal peasants, and 
when divine service is over, the whole 
congregation is invited to a fete given 
by the chief proprietor of the place. 
The fatted calf is killed, and the board 


is loaded with the choicest produce of _ 


the farm. On these occasions the 
peasants walk sometimes ten leagues 
under the rays of a burning sun, 
winding along the banks of the Tarn 
and the Garonne, to join what they 
call in their patois, la societat. 
—_—_—o~ 
On Religious Dejection. From the 
Sermons of Daniel Wilson, A. M. 
A frequent cause of this malady 
is SOME WILFUL SIN SECRETLY CHE- 
RISHED IN THE HEART, OR PRACTISED IN 
THE LIFE. Like the accursed thing 
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in the camp of Israel, this must be 
cast out before a scriptural peace can 
be enjoyed. I speak not of sins of 
ignorance or infirmity, nor of the 
effects of sudden temptation, nor of 
the disallowed imperfections which, 
through the defilement of indwelling 
sin, cleave to our purest thoughts and 
most righteous actions: these ought 
not to occasion religious depression. 
The humble Christian, daily examin- 
ing his conscience, and confessing and 
forsaking his sins, is cleansed by the 
blood of Christ from all unrighteous- 
ness. But if some course of habitual 
sin, whether secret or open, be enter- 
ed upon, some palpable inconsistency 
admitted, something which lays waste 
the conscience or grieves the Holy 
Spirit, the consequence frequently is, 
and ought to be, religious depression. 
It is not necessary, in order to this, 
that a man should be altogether insin- 
cere or hypocritical, much less that 
he should epenly renounce the truth 
of the Gospel. But if an allowed ha- 
bit of evil has gained upon him, his 
serenity of mind must and will be pro- 
portionably disturbed. Im a day of 
extensive religious profession like the 
present, such cases are not uncom- 
mon. Christians are betrayed into a 
conformity to the vanities or pleasures 
of the world. They indulge them- 
selves in things which, if not grossly 
sinful, are yet inexpedient. They 
maintain no proper self-government 
over themselves. A haughty temper 
toward their inferiors, an envious dis- 
position toward their equals, or a spi- 
rit of insubordination with regard to 
those placed in authority over them, 
steals in a certain measure upon their 
minds. Covetousness secretly set up 
as an idol in the heart, to use the ex- 
pression of the Prophet, is a sin which 
eats as dotha canker. Five times only 
is Zucre mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, and in each case the epithet 
filthy is added to it, to note the pecu- 
liar danger of this idolatry. Sins of 
impurity, again, secretly indulged, 
and perhaps jastified by specious so- 
phisms, have been, and are, the ruin 
of many. 

Whatever be the particular trans- 
gression, the effect of it is speedily 
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seen in private devetional duties, 
These are either wholly neglecied, or 
at least become heartless, and lan- 
guish. ‘The circumspection is relax- 
ed, and the simplicity of the soul is 
corrupted. Domestic cares leading 
men into unjustifiable methods of ad- 
ding to their wealth, or the concerns 
of a trade or profession, conspire to 
deaden the heart. The Holy Spirit 
is quenched, and withdraws his influ- 
ences. ‘The mind, in which religion 
has been thus sickly, loses its tone and 
vigour; and, when trouble comes on, 
it sinks into utter despondency. Even 
an excessive hurry and occupation 
from engagements in matters connect- 
ed with religion, may have a similar 
effect, if they induce remissness in 


‘seeking God, and exclude secret and 


fervent communion with him. 

But the malady is not yet at its 
height. The unhappy Christian, now 
in a declining course, has, perhaps, 
many checks of conscience, many 
warnings and manifestations of divine 
mercy. Perhaps some event in the 
course of Providence rouses him. 
Some awakening sermon startles him 
in his lethargy. Some open disgrace 
occurring in the church te a fellow 
Christian not more culpable than him- 
self, infuses terror into his soul. He 
repents. He seeks to return to God. 
He seems to walk with the Saviour 
for a time in deep contrition and 
watchfulness. After a while, how- 
ever, his old sins, like a wound im- 
perfectly healed, break open afresh. 
He relapses into some known iniquity. 
These declensions and revivings recur 
again and again, like the periodical 
intermission and return of a fever. 
But by each relapse his state of mind 
becomes worse; till at length, in some 
season of outward calamity, perhaps, 
his soul is overcome by dejection. He 
knows too much of true religion to be 
happy without it; yet acts too incon- 
sistently to enjoy its pleasures. Con- 
science and inclination are at vari- 
ance. He maintains fair appearances 
before his friends, and is as active 

rhaps as others in public concerns ; 

ut a worm secretly gnaws, as it 
were, his vitals, and a fixed melancholy 
pervades his mind. 
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From a late English Magazine. 
College at Calcutta. 


SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL 
IN FOREIGN PARTS. 


WE noticed in our last number the 
pleasing communications made by the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, from India, 
relative to a proposed plan of esta- 
blishing a college near Calcutta, for 
educating missionary clergymen, na- 
tive catechists, and schoolmasters.* 
Since these communications were re- 
ceived in London, the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge have (fol- 
lowing the example of the above So- 
ciety for Propagating the Gospel, to 
which the Bishop’s letter was address- 
ed, acknowledging the receipt of 50000. 
for the purposes of native instruction), 
voted 50001. towards the establish- 
ment of the college ; and the Church 
Missionary Society have done the 
same. Thus no less a sum than 
15,0001. has been voted by three socie- 
ties, in connexion with the establish- 
ed Church, for the great object of 
Promoting Christianity throughout a 
country whose inhabitants have: long 
claimed the ¢itle of fellow-subjects, 
but are now about to be blessed with 
a participation in the highest privile- 
ges of Britons—religious ordinances. 

This information surely, if it meet 
the eye of benevolence in time, will 
tend to multiply the amounts of paro- 
chial and personal collections, so 
strongly recommended by the King’s 
Letter; and, may we add, probably 
will, ere long, produce auxiliary asso- 
ciations throughout the country, in 
aid of the parent Society, which has 
only begun to dart a ray of comfort 
to these regions, where thick dark- 
ness has long been a source of re- 
proach as well as regret in the minds 
of many serious Christians? Great 
things may be anticipated as the re- 
sult of this first blow at heathen ido- 
latry. With a properly-instituted and 
amiable protector, like the Bishop of 
Calcutta, on the spot, what will really 

ood clergymen have to fear in em- 
arking in such a cause? What will 
bad ones have to hope for? The 





* See Christian Journal for November, 
1819, vol. iii. p, 339. 
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former will be countenanced ; the lat- 
ter, we trust, expelled, or, rather, 
prevented from going out. Christians 
must pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send, by the hands of whom he will 


send, the glad tidings of salvation to 


poor heathen—and all will be well. 


New College at Serampore. 


A prospectus of a new college at 
Serampore, for the educatien of Chris- 
tian, native, and other youth, has been 
lately published. The plan is of con- 
siderable magnitude. Eis Excellency 
the Marquis of Hastings has consented 
to be the first patron of this new col- 
lege; and its government is placed in 
the hands of the Serampore mission- 
aries, who have given their premises 
for the use of the institution until suit- 
able buildings can be erected. The 
main object is to instruct native youth 
in the Sanscrit language, that they 
may be enabled, by a thorough know- 
ledge of the sacred books of the Hin- 
dus, to compare the tenets of Brahma 
and of Bouhdism with the doctrines of 
Christianity, and thus become quali- 
fied for spreading a knowledge of the 
truth over Asia. 

b=) 
DEATH AND THE DRUNKARD. 
By Charles Prentiss, of Massachusetts. 

His form was fair, his cheek was health; 
His word a bond, his purse was wealth : 
With wheat his fields were covered o’er, 
Plenty sat smiling at his door. 

His wife the fount of ceaseless joy; 

How laugh’d his daughter ; play’d his boy? 

His library, though large, was read, 

Till half its contents deck’d his head. 

At mets *twas health, wealth, pure de- 
Al 

"Twas health, wealth, peace, and bliss at 
night. 

I wish’d not to disturb his bliss— 

*Tis gone! but all the blame was his. 


The social glass I saw him seize, 
The more with festive wit to please, 
Daily increased his love of cheer— 
Ah! little thought he I was near. 
Gradual indulgence on him stole; 
Frequent became the midnight bowl. 
I in the bowl the head-ache plac’d 
Which with the juice his lips embrac’d. 
Shame next I mingled in the draught, 
Indignantly he drank and laugh’d. 
In the bowl’s bottom Bankruptcy 
I plac’d—he sipped with tears and glee ; 
Remorse then did I in it pour; 
He only sought the bowl the more. 
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I mingled next joint-torturing Pain ; 
Little the less did he refrain. 

The Dropsy in the cup I mix’d; 

Still to his mouth the cup was fix’d. 


My emissaries thus in vain 
I sent, the mad wretch to restrain; 
On the bowl’s bottom then myself 
1 threw; the most abhorrent elf 
Of all that mortals hate or dread ; 
And thus in horrid whispers said, 
**Successless ministers I’ve sent, 
Thy hast’ning ruin to prevent ; 
Their lessons nought—now here am I, 
Think not my threat’nings to defy— 
Swallow thou this, thy dast *twill be ; 
For with it thou must swallow me.” 


Haggard his eyes; upright his hair; 
Remorse his lip; his cheek despair ; 
With shaking hands the bowl he grasp’d ; 


- My meatless bones his carcass clasp’d, 


And bore him to the church-yard ; where 
Thousands, ere I would call, repair. 


Deatu speaks—Ah, reader, dost thou 
hear? 

Hast thou no lurking cause of fear? 
Has not o’er thee the sparkling bowl 
Constant, commanding, sly control? 
Betimes reflect-——-betimes beware— 
The rudy, healthful now and fair, 
(Reform postpon’d another day) 
‘Too soon may mix with common clay. 











COMMUNICATION, 


-Uemoirs of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America. By 
the Right Rev. Bishop White. Octavo. 
Philadelphia, 1820. 

A Layman, who has been no inattentive 
observer of the rise and progress of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, cannot refrain from expressing 
his high sense of gratitude to the Right 
Rev. Author of these Memoirs: a history 
which none but a principal actor in the 
scenes, could describe, and which will 
prove an invaluable legacy to posterity. 
This work ought to find a place in the 
study of every Clergyman of our Church ; 
indeed every intelligent Layman, desirous 
of becoming acquainted with the history 
of the regular succession of our Episco- 
pate, from the venerable line of Bishops of 
the parent Church of England, ought to 
possess a copy. 


es a oT STS 








ORDINATIONS,. 


On Tuesday, May 2d, the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Croes held an Ordination in Christ 
Church, New-Brunswick, New-Jersey, and 
admitted Mr. Clarkson Dunn to the holy or- 
der ofDeacons. Morning prayer was per- 
formed by the Rev. John C. Rudd, Rector 
of St. John’s Church, Elizabeth-Town, and 
a discourse, adapted to the occasion, deli- 
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vered by the Rev. John Croes, jun. Rector 
of Christ Church, Shrewsbury. 


On Ascension-Day, May 11th, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart held an Ordination in 
Trinity Church, New-York, and admitted 
Benjamin P. Aydelott, M.D. to the holy 
order of Deacons. Morning service was 
celebrated, and an appropriate exhortation 
delivered, by the Rev. Benjamin T. Onder- 
donk, an Assistant Minister of said Church. 





NEW FAMILY BIBLE.., 
{The following recommendation of the 
New Family Bible, now publishing by T. 
and J. Swords, will show in what estima- 


tion that excellent commentary is held by 
the Bishops of our Church. ] 


Entertaining the opinion, that although 
there are very learned and profitable com- 
mentaries on the Bible, by divines of the 
Church of England of former ages, there 
is required a Commentary of modern date, 
accommodated to existing circumstances 
and the state of the public mind; we re- 
commend, as suited to the present wants 
of the Church, the lately edited Family 
Bible of Drs. D’Oyly and Mant. It has 
been published in England, under the 
patronage of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge ; and is now in the 
progress of republication, under the di- 
rection of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
of New-York. What especially. recom- 
mends this work, is its comprehending of 
remarks from the works of sundry of the 
ablest divines of the Church of England 
of different dates. From the parts which 
we have seen of the commentary of Drs. 
D’Oyly and Mant, and from the expecta- 
tion which we entertain, that the parts 
yet to be printed will be equal to what 
has already appeared, we declare our ap- 
probation of the work, and our wishes for 
its success. 


WILLIAM WHITE, D.D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State 
of Pennsylvania, 
JAMES KEMP, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State 
of Maryland. 
JOHN CROES, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church im the State 
of New-Jersey- 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, D. D. 
Bishop of the re om in the State 


T.C. BROWNELL, D.D. LL.D. 
Bighop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State 
of Connecucut. 
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